The reconnaissance pause in the East during the period of "peaceful coexistence" with the Soviet Union; 
1938/1939 to June 1940 This period, especially summer 1939 to summer 1940, is significant for the 
assessment of the quality and significance of the information/reconnaissance reports of the Foreign 
Armies East and the other reconnaissance organs because it marked a period in which a development of 
political actions directed against Germany (encirclement policy of the Allies), also with the participation 
of the USSR, became visible, which were closely observed in the German political and military 
decision-making bodies, but without an immediate military threat by the Soviet Union to Germany 
being apparent. This, together with the conclusion of the so-called Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of August 
1939, are the decisive reasons for an intelligence gap vis-a-vis the Soviet Union and the Red Army. The 
year 1938 The actual state of development of the Red Army and its actions On January 01, 1938, the 
peacetime strength of the Red Army was 1,606,520 soldiers and the number of rifle divisions was 96. 
The mobilization plan 22 envisaged the creation of 199 divisions (including 170 rifle and 29 cavalry 
divisions), 27 light armored brigades, 11 additional mechanized brigades, and 155 aviation brigades 
(including naval aviation forces) in the years 1938/1939 in the event of war. Both the operational plan 
of March 24, 1938, the perspective plan of development and reorganization of the Red Army in the 
years 1938-1942 and also the mobilization plan 22 for the years 1938/1939 prove the defensive order to 
the Red Army to be ready to defend the USSR in the East as well as in the West. In 1938, the Red 
Army was neither equipped nor structured to carry out a surprise and large-scale offensive against 
Germany. Since the buffer state of Poland still existed, the Soviet Union was not a bordering state of 
Germany. Nevertheless, in 1938, in connection with the aggravation of the situation between Germany 
and Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union carried out partial mobilization measures directed against 
Germany with the aim of providing military assistance to Czechoslovakia. 17 divisions in the Kiev and 
Byelorussian Special Military Districts and in the Leningrad Military District, 3 armored corps, 15 
armored brigades a number of aviation brigades and 34 air bases were replenished to war strength. The 
directive of September 29, 1938, called up 328,700 reservists under this partial mobilization. A total of 
60 rifle divisions, including 30 divisions in the western military districts, 16 cavalry divisions, 3 armored 
corps, and 22 armored and 17 aviation brigades were included in the zone up to the Urals, placed in 
combat readiness, and concentrated at the state border7.e . In August/September 1938, the strength of 
the Red Army temporarily increased to about 2,000,000 soldiers.1 The Year 1939 The State of 
Development of the Red Army and Its Actions On January 01, 1939, the peacetime strength of the Red 
Army already amounted to 1,943,000 soldiers, and the number of rifle divisions was 98. The peacetime 
strength of the air force was 9,385 combat aircraft. Of these, 6,762 aircraft were stationed in the West 
and 2,623 in the East. As early as May 1939, Stalin initiated vigorous measures to reorganize the Red 
Army. A new system of mobilization, which provided for secret partial mobilization of the Red Army, 
was created and the formations already envisaged under the triple deployment were transformed into 
real existing divisions, albeit initially with reduced personnel. 28 January 1939 The Overview of the 
"Soviet Russian Armed Forces" Assessment of the "Brief Overview of the Soviet Russian Armed 
Forces" of January 1939 In this brief overview, the Foreign Armies East reported on the total strength of 
the Red Army: quote 11.2 "The peacetime army is estimated to be currently 1,750,000 strong. 
Established are: about 30 rifle corps Kdos. & 100-108 rifle divisions, 9 cav. corps Kdos. & 33 cav. 
divisions. 5-6 motomech. corps Kdos. and about 24 motomech. brigades, as well as army troops of all 
kinds. " Excerpt from Document II. 1 Thus, the total reported strength of the Red Army was 145-153 
calculation divisions. In the western border military districts, as of 01.02.1939, 55-58 divisions 
(including 33-36 rifle and 22 cavalry divisions) of the Red Army peacetime army were established. 
Concerning a possible Russian-Polish war, the "Brief Overview of the Soviet Russian Armed Forces" of 
28 January 1939 (Document II.) expresses the following expectation: Quote 11.3 "Since considerable 


forces are already at peace against Poland near the border, only the reserves and 2nd line troops are 
dependent on rail transport. The deployment will take about 3-4 weeks. Altogether can be expected 
against Poland: 2 Kav. Armies with 5-6 Cav. corps and about 15-18 Cav. divisions, 6-8 Armies with 24- 
30 Rifle corps and 70-90 Rifle divisions. " Excerpt from Document 11.1 Although "substantial forces" 
of the Red Army were noted on the border with Poland, 3-4 weeks were considered necessary for the 
deployment of reserves and 2nd line troops. Overall, the above overview stated that in the event of war, 
the Soviet Union had no offensive intentions at that time, but would confine itself to defending the 
country, taking advantage of the vast space. It was, however, capable of doing so. Nevertheless, a 
number of indications in this brief overview point to a noteworthy development of the Red Army 
underway. After all, the Wehrmacht leadership recognized the strength of the Russian "peace army" 
with 133-141 divisions and about 24 tank brigades and the "war army" with 188 divisions (minimum 
estimate) to 234 divisions (maximum estimate) and at least 24 tank brigades as well as 5000-6000 
aircraft as an instrument of war that should not be underestimated. This is also shown by the following 
formulations in this above mentioned overview of the Red Army: Quote IL4 "The ordinary soldier is on 
average well trained and according to modern aspects. ... The artillery is led according to the regulations 
of modern times.... The armored units are numerically very strong, in general probably modern and 
efficient. ... The air force is numerically strong, but perhaps only 50°/o modern and efficient. ... The 
pontooniers and pioneers have been trained lately, especially in translation service. ... Radio service and 
radio discipline are good. ... The principles of command are clear and definite. " Excerpt from Document 
II.1 1. As evidenced by the comparison of the established data on the Red Army with the actual 
strengths based on the Russian documents in the following Table IL5, the data of the Foreign Armies 
East were moderately accurate and demonstrate the lack of interest at that time in a thorough 
reconnaissance activity of the Wehrmacht in the eastern direction. The air force was to consist of 8 
heavy air corps with about 6,000 aircraft, of which about 1,200 were in the Femen East. In reality, 
however, the Red Army at that time already had 9,385 aircraft, of which 6,762 were in the West. 2 The 
partial mobilization of the Red Army against Germany in the preceding months of 1938, which 
included 60 rifle divisions, 30 of them in the western military districts, 16 cavalry divisions, 3 tank corps, 
22 independent tank brigades and 17 air brigades, together with the conscription of 328,700 reservists 
for military support of Czechoslovakia, was, however, not referred to, or this deployment was not 
noted. 4 3. however, Fremden Heere Ost also made an assessment of the developing condition of the 
Red Army in January 1939 (Cf. the expected wartime strength of 234 divisions and 24 armored brigades 
(maximum estimate.) as well as of 50006000 aircraft and also the statements in citation IL4), which 
could well have been an incentive to turn one's eyes to the East and to observe its further development 
attentively. 4 The conclusion drawn that the Red Army had no offensive intentions at the moment and 
was limited to the defense of the country is, however, completely consistent with the Red Army's 
operational plan of March 24, 1938, which provided for the defense of the country in the east as well as 
in the west, but ignores the fact that there was nevertheless a partial mobilization and a deployment 
directed against Germany in 1938.5 5 The "Brief Overview of the Soviet Russian Armed Forces" of 
January 1939 does not reveal any determination of a threat against the German Reich at that time. In 
view of the above-mentioned timelines of 3-4 weeks required for a possible deployment and the 
continued existence of the buffer state of Poland, a surprise offensive of the Red Army against Germany 
in 1939 was obviously not expected. This overview, presented by the Army High Command in January 
1939, rather gave a general, more popular-scientific overview of the state of development of the Red 
Army and in no way bore the character of an enemy reconnaissance. It is likely that this information 
about the Red Army came from agency information and other publications available to everyone. 6 The 
distribution of 88 copies, including to the War and Air War Academies, proves that this overview 


formed the basis of views about the Red Army in 1939. March 15, 1939 Luftwaffe Orientation Booklet 
on the Air Forces 

of the Red Army On March 15, 1939, the 5th Department/Foreign Air Forces of the Air Force 
General Staff submitted the following orientation booklet on the air forces and antiaircraft artillery of 
the Red Army. Summary of Information on the Red Army Air Forces Although classified as a secret 
document, the orientation booklet contains, as is readily apparent, only the most general information on 
the Red Army Air Forces, which appears to have been taken from publicly available sources (with the 
exception of some information on the tactical-technical 

data of the aircraft and the maps showing the deployments). 1. indications of a considerable 
development of the air forces of the Red Army Looking at maps II.7 (ground organization) and II.8 
(deployment), a clear westward orientation of the air forces of the Red Army was already evident in the 
years leading up to spring 1939. The accumulation of air units in the Western Military Districts and the 
establishment of a close-meshed airfield system on the Russian western border showed a development of 
the Red Army Air Forces that could no longer be overlooked. Other reported details, such as the degree 
of development of the main airfields with reinforced concrete hangars, concrete runways, aboveground 
and underground refueling facilities, bomb storage facilities, and rail and road connections, 
demonstrated the great attention paid to the development of the air forces in this prewar period. The 
reorganization of air units underway in 1938/1939, modern air war doctrines that called for the air force 
to work closely with motorized attack units, the established planning of strikes on the enemy 
throughout the depths of its operational structure, and more were elucidated and were well worthy of 
attention. The increased strength of the Red Army Air Forces with 8 heavy air corps, in the inventory 
about 5,000 aircraft, including 1,000 in the Far East, should also have been noted in the High Command 
of the Air Force. In reality, however, the Red Army Air Forces already had 9,385 aircraft, 6,762 of 
which were in the Western Military Districts. 2) Identification of remaining problems of the Red Army 
Air Forces The Orientation Booklet also identified a number of deficiencies of the Air Forces, which 
affected their combat value. These included the level of training of airmen, which only to a small extent 
met wartime requirements, poor results in bombing exercises from higher altitudes (4,000 to 7,000 
meters), deficiencies in blind flying, which was not mastered by the majority of airmen, inadequate 
organization of the supply situation and poor supply conditions, as well as an inadequate traffic situation 
at a large number of airfields. According to the orientation booklet, only about 2,000 aircraft were 
considered modern. Primarily, only the lead aircraft had radios, and the entire communications network 
was judged to be inadequate. 1939/1940 The Allies' secret plans for war against Germany; embassy 
information from London, Paris, and the United States; the La Charite prey documents of June 19, 1940 
The messages, reports, and minutes of conversations of the ambassadors and chargés d'affaires of the 
German Reich in England, France, and the United States to the Foreign Office, published in the White 
Papers of the Foreign Office and in the files on German foreign policy, show a very detailed information 
activity of the embassies to the German Reich Minister of Foreign Affairs. Significant is a report of the 
German chargé d'affaires Thomson in Washington (citation II.9) to the Reich government of March 27, 
1939, which uses the example of the United States to prove that the destruction of Germany was the 
goal of the Allies' prewar policy. Quote II.9 (excerpt) "The rallies and actions of the American 
Government in recent weeks indicate more and mote clearly that President Roosevelt's claim to 
leadership in world political affairs is culminating in the goal of destroying National Socialist Germany 
by all available means and thus undoing the new order in Europe. ... Roosevelt is convinced in his heart 
that Germany is the enemy who must be destroyed because she has disturbed the balance of power and 
the status quo in such a sensitive way that America will also suffer the consequences if she does not 
succeed in playing the praevenire. ... ... that Germany is America's No. 1 enemy, that Germany intends 


to attack America, ... in short, is the aggressor nation against which the whole world, including Russia, 
must defend itself. "... 8 Through the documents captured by the Wehrmacht on 19 June 1940 at the 
station of La Charite/France concerning the secret planning of the Supreme Allied War Council (Cf. 
Document II-26.1), the political and military leadership obtained further evidence, which was also 
made known to the public. Not to be surpassed in explicitness is the evidence contained about Anglo- 
French planning of an encircling front against Germany and their attempts to involve the USSR. Of 
extraordinary importance is the fact that these plans about the way of waging war against Germany 
were already discussed in the spring of 1939, ie., before the beginning of the war, as the report on the 
second phase of the Franco-British general staff meetings in London from April 24 to May 04, 1939 
(citation 11.14) proves. These plans of the Supreme Allied War Council directed against Germany will 
be mentioned below in a few excerpts. The secret planning of actions in Scandinavia, the opening of a 
northern front According to a French record of 08 January 1940 (possibly, earlier), the occupation of 
parts of Scandinavia and the inclusion also of the Scandinavian countries in a northern front is planned. 
Quote 11.10 "3.) The support of Finland by France, England and the United States strengthens the 
position of the Scandinavian countries vis-a-vis Germany and allows to include Sweden and Norway in 
an anti-German front. This deprives Germany of its most necessary imports for war industry and 
popular food, cc 9 The letter of January 17, 1940, from the French Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Daladier to the French Ambassador in London, Corbin, proves that there was already a decision position 
to open the war in Scandinavia. This letter, which cannot be surpassed in clarity, demanded the 
immediate implementation of the measures planned in Scandinavia and, in so doing, condoned an 
"alleged confrontation" with the Soviet Union in view of the still ongoing winter war. However, the 
following excerpts from this letter (quote 11.11) prove that this operation was directly directed against 
Germany with reference to the "general war plan". Quote 11. 11 "Blockade of Narvik"; "Expansion of 
our military and maritime field of activity to gain "actual control of Swedish ore deposits"; planning of 
an Allied landing operation by "dispatching Polish ships to Petsamo" with the participation of other 
naval units disguised as Polish ships, described as a "naval operation in the Arctic Ocean"; 10 The 
telegram from the French President and Foreign Minister Daladier to the French Ambassador in 
London on February 21, 1940, concerning a military intervention in the Arctic Ocean, was also a 
"decisive factor in the outcome of the war. February 1940 concerning a military intervention in 
Scandinavia, disguised as aid to Finland, proves the intention of opening a northern front directed 
against Germany. Quote 1112" 7. This occupation of Norwegian ports would have to be carried out as 
a surprise operation, by the British fleet alone or with the cooperation of the French fleet. "... We retain 
the advantage, it was formulated, "9.... of having gained a dominant position vis-a-vis Germany in the 
north, of having stopped the sea transport of Swedish ore, of having brought the Swedish ore deposits 
within the radius of action of our air force "Our main objective is... to cut off Germany from her ore 
supply. Any Allied enterprise has justification within the framework of the general war plan only then." 
11 Notes by General Gamelin, Commander-in-Chief of the French Army, dated March 10, 1940, are 
also instructive: quote 11.13 "The opening of a Northern theater of war offers, from the point of view 
of warfare, an outstanding interest. Apart from the moral advantages, the blockade will be more 
comprehensive, but above all it is the blocking of ore shipments to Germany that matters. " 12 The 
Planning of the Opening of a Western Front As can be seen from a report of the Military Attache at the 
French Embassy London, General Lelons, to the Chief of the French General Staff of National Defense 
dated 05 May 1939 (citation 1114), the opening of a Western Front was an integral part of this planning. 
Quote 11.14 .1 "The British Government intends to carry out a plan which cannot be fully realized 
before 18 months have elapsed. In this plan it is envisaged: the regular army, i.e., 4 infantry divisions and 
two mobilized divisions 


to be sent to France in the course of the first 6 months; the first 10 territorial divisions to be sent where 
they should be needed in the course of the 4th, 5th, and 6th months; the last 10 territorial divisions to be 
sent where they should be needed from the 9th to the 12th month." Quote 11.15 "At the request of the 
British delegation, consideration has been given to: 1) the possibility of intervention in an Antwerp- 
Brussels-Namur position in the event that it would be possible to organize such a position in time. 2) the 
importance of the possession of the Belgian and Dutch territory as a starting point for the launching of 
the offensive against Germany. "14 An integral part of the strategy of the Western powers was to 
advance the offensive against Germany through Belgian and Dutch territory The above quotations 
prove the violation of the neutrality of Belgium and Holland planned even before the beginning of the 
war by the Allies, who wanted to misuse these countries as a battlefield in the fight against Germany. 
This was to include the occupation of the Scheldt Islands and the occupation of airfields by British 
squadrons. Planning the Opening of a Southern Front As can be seen from an instruction issued by the 
French Prime Minister, the Minister of War, to the Commander-in-Chief of the French Levant Forces 
on July 19, 1939, concerning the composition of an expeditionary corps to be formed in the Levant15 , 
the formation of a landing corps and thus the opening of a southern 

front directed against Germany was prepared even before the beginning of the German-Polish War, 
ie., in the deepest peace. It says: Quote IL16 "I. Further to my dispatch ... of 17 July 1939, I humbly 
inform you of the composition of the expeditionary corps which I intend to raise in the Levant." 16 
That it was not only a question of the formation of an expeditionary corps in the Levant but of its 
planned deployment in the Balkans is evident from the announcement in this letter of further 
reinforcements of the Levant troops on their "departure" (meaning their deployment the author). These 
documents prove the early planning of the closure of the Danube, the inland waterway for ship 
transports between Romania and Germany, as can be inferred from a letter of 28 September 1939 from 
the French Ambassador in Bucharest, Thierry, to the French Foreign Ministry. 17 With the aim of " ... 
deprive Germany of the greater part of the oil supplies which she could draw on Romania, and for the 
longest possible time." the destruction of at least 80% of the drilling sites, all pumping stations, refineries, 
and oil supplies was planned with the proviso that the "destruction plan must be complete." Taken from 
the report of the special expert commissioned by the French government for the destruction of the 
Romanian oil field, Leon Wenger, dated 01 October 1939.18 Churchill puts it in a nutshell with the 
following subsequent statement: quote IL17 "They say I was wrong to go into Greece in 1940. But of 
course I did not do that simply to save the Greeks. ... But I wanted to create a Balkan front. I wanted 
Yugoslavia, and I hoped for Turkey. Together with Greece, that would have given us fifty divisions, so 
it was quite a nut for the Germans to crack." 19 Aim the opening of an eastern front to complete the 
encirclement of Germany At first, the position of the USA and the USSR on the plans of the Supreme 
Council of Knegs could not be assessed so clearly, as evidenced by the following formulation of 05 
March 1939. Quote II 18 "Importance of the attitude of the United States and the USSR." I 20 It 
probably seemed particularly important to clarify the attitude of the USSR toward the creation of an 
Eastern Front and thus toward the completion of the encirclement of Germany. According to 
information given by the German Chargé d'Affaires to the Foreign Office on 20 March 19339, this 
intention was already well advanced after a statement by Chamberlain and Halifax in the House of 
Commons (Quote 11.19). Quote IL19 "The following states were said to be invited to participate in the 
guarantee question: Russia, Poland, Turkey, and fugoslavia. ...It had been left to Poland to make contact 
with Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia; the same applied to Turkey with reference to Greece." 21 As early 
as April 15, 1939, the German Embassy in Paris reported to the Foreign Office the Chamberlain- 
Daladier Declaration on progress in negotiations to encircle Germany with the involvement of the 
Soviet Union. Quote II20 "Negotiations with the USSR are progressing in an equally satisfactory 


manner; they are aimed at delimiting the cooperation which the Soviet Union is willing to give within 
the framework of the system of assistance which is being established." 22 In response to a speech by 
Hitler on April 28, 1939, in which he offered England "lasting friendship between the German and 
Anglo-Saxon peoples, "23 Chamberlain delivered an incendiary speech on May 11, 1939, on 
"compulsory military training," which he used to justify the introduction of conscription in England. 
Under the guise of calming the situation, his intention to continue the policy of encirclement against 
Germany, as evidenced by the following quote I_21, by including Russia and Turkey became clear. 
Quote IUI "For the same purpose of calming and stabilizing the situation, we have entered into 
discussions with other countries, especially Russia and Turkey. " 24 Referring to a Reuter message about 
a Chamberlain statement, the German ambassador gave the following report to the Foreign Office on 
07 June 1939: quote H.22 "The British Government has, I believe, been able to convince the Soviet 
Government that the British Government is indeed prepared to conclude an agreement on the basis of 
full reciprocity, and it has also left no doubt that it is ready at once and without reservation to lend full 
support, together with the French Government, to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in the event 
of any attack being made against it which should involve it in hostilities with any European power. " 25 
According to a note by von Weizsicker, State Secretary of the Foreign Office, of a conversation with 
British Ambassador Henderson, the latter commented on the "war-promoting effect" of the "Russian 
Pact"\m<\ that "England was determined to have a preventive war and was working toward it."26 
And the French ambassador expressed the view that once the Franco-English-Russian agreement had 
been reached, it would be easier to talk to the Axis, that is, from an expected position of superior 
strength, as it were. 27 According to a speech by Churchill, reported to the Foreign Office by the 
German ambassador in London on June 22, 1939, there was a high expectation of a successful 
conclusion of an alliance with the Soviet Union directed against Germany on the basis of an alignment 
of interests probably established in preliminary talks between England and the Soviet Union. Quote 
11.23 "As is generally known, we are now conducting negotiations with the Soviet Government, not 
without incurring the criticism of certain circles, for the purpose of obtaining their cooperation in the 
same spirit and for the same purpose. We believe that in this field the Soviet Government has the same 
interests and the same aim in view as we ourselves have..." 28 Precisely this above-mentioned project of 
encircling Germany was also served by the talks of the military missions of England, France, and the 
USSR in August 1939, at which the anti-German aspects of the Soviet Union also became clearly 
apparent. Thus, at a meeting on August 15, 1939, the Chief of the General Staff of the Red Army 
informed of the Soviet Union's readiness to deploy against the "block of aggressors" (Germany and 
Italy) "upon request" 63, 90 or 120 divisions, a total of 2,000,000 soldiers. The manifold attempts of 
England to involve the USSR in the struggle against Germany beyond trade relations were expressed by 
Churchill already on 01 May 1939 at a meeting with Mayski. Quote 11.24 (excerpt) "There are no 
serious contradictions between Britain and the USSR, and therefore there is no ground for strained and 
unsatisfactory relations. The British Government ... Would like to develop trade relations. It would also 
be prepared to discuss all possible other measures which might improve relations." 29 And in May 1939, 
Churchill stated in the House of Commons, quote IL25 (excerpt) "We shall find ourselves in mortal 
danger unless we can create a great alliance against aggression. It would be the greatest folly for us to 
refuse natural cooperation with Soviet Russia. " 30 Even those standing somewhat apart felt in 1939 that 
the actual preparation of a war to be waged against Germany was being carried out by England, as 
evidenced by the telegram from the German Consul General from the United States dated May 25, 
1939. Quote 11.26 (excerpt) "Leading American businessman, after returning from European trip, 
confidentially expressed to friends view that danger of war at present exists rather from England than 
from Germany. The English Government was today finally determined to end continuing international 


tensions with moments of danger to the security of the Empire and would seize the first opportunity 
Germany gave to force a decision. The only precondition is the successful 

conclusion of a pact with Soviet Russia." 31 Here, too, the envisaged alliance of England with the 
USSR for the conduct of a four-front war against Germany was correctly recognized. The La Charite 
Bagged Documents of 19 June 1940; the Planning of the Unleashing of a War and the Encirclement of 
Germany Sufficient evidence (Cf. Documents IL26.1) of the Allies' intention to encircle Germany was 
thus available. Thus, already on May 02, 1935, a mutual assistance treaty was concluded between France 
and the Soviet Union, which could only be directed against Germany and provided for military 
intervention without consultation of the League of Nations. And only two weeks later the Soviet Union 
and Czechoslovakia concluded a similar treaty, and immediately the construction of 25 large airfields 
was planned, from which Berlin, Central and Southern Germany could be reached by Soviet bombers. 
Schrécke wrote: "In this connection plans became known that in the event of war France should 
immediately push through to Bohemia using the demilitarized Rhine zone. These dangers were averted 
in March 1939 by the occupation of Czechoslovakia. "32 The partial mobilization of Czech troops 
triggered by Benesch on May 20, 1938, under the freely invented pretext of concentrating German 
troops on the border with Czechoslovakia also reveals the connection to the partial mobilization of 
considerable parts of the Red Army in three western border military districts triggered a short time later 
by Stalin. Even before this, the strength of the Czech Army had grown to 750,000 soldiers and 1,360 
aircraft. The introduction of compulsory service for the British Army, the expansion of the British Air 
Force that had begun and the establishment of its combat readiness, war propaganda in the speeches of 
British and French politicians, a spasmodic British policy of encirclement also by means of blackmailing 
demands on neutral states that did not want to submit to this British dictate and did not want to be 
under the British "protective umbrella", the intended 

inclusion of the Soviet Union to close the encirclement of Germany, as evidenced by the partial 
mobilization of Russian troops in 1938, the dispatch of a British-French military mission to Moscow 
with the aim of direct military agreements, up to and including the intention to demand from Moscow 
the abrogation or German-Russian treaties, such as the neutrality treaty between Germany and the 
Soviet Union of April 1926. All this became known to the German political leadership in a timely 
manner. 33 Thus it was made clear that England's aim was to complete the encirclement of Germany by 
creating another front in the East from the Arctic Ocean to the Caucasus. Summary of Information on 
Allied Secret Planning The above quotations, which represent only a small excerpt from the wealth of 
available evidential documents, can be summarized as follows: 1. The reports from diplomatic circles 
about the Allies' intentions to encircle Germany, as well as the information provided by the Wehrmacht 
at La Charite on June 19, 1940, were not available to the British. The top-secret documents of the 
Supreme Allied War Council captured by the Wehrmacht in La Charite on June 19, 1940, with reports 
on the meetings of this Council and its correspondence prove the early planning of military actions by 
England and France even before their declaration of war on the German Reich on September 3, 1939, 
and document the criminal planning against Germany, which was not yet at war. The plans of the 
Allied War Council reveal their objective, apart from attacking Germany from the west, to create 
further theaters of war by threatening the flanks of Scandinavia (northern front) and the Balkans 
(southern front) with the aim of splitting the forces of the Wehrmacht and ultimately exhausting them, 
ie. creating "wear-and-tear fronts". The intention to strangle Germany economically by seizing the iron 
ore mines in Sweden, the planning of a landing with Polish ships in Petsamo (nickel ore mines), the 
destruction of the oil fields and the production facilities of Ploesti and the transport to Germany by 
interrupting the shipping traffic on the Danube becomes clear. Equally recognizable is the intention to 
incorporate the smaller countries of Europe into a front against Germany as well as planned violations of 


the neutrality of a number of countries by using these territories (e.g.: Belgium) for the opening of the 
offensive to Germany. That the complete encirclement of Germany was to include the opening of an 
eastern front is clear from many documents. The talks of the military missions of England, France and 
the USSR in August 1939 showed that this intention was to be realized and the USSR was not initially 
averse to it, as evidenced by the offer of the People's Commissar for Defense of the Soviet Union. 2 
These documents, which could only be quoted in a few excerpts, were of extraordinary importance for 
the German government, since the British intention and its warmongering became known to the 
German political leadership in a timely manner, as the documentation in the White Papers of the 
Foreign Office as well as Hitler's speeches, e.g., of June 4, 1939 (Quote 11.27) and July 19, 1940 (VgL 
IIL KapiteL) prove. Quote 11.27 "The peace dictate of Versailles did not come into being by chance. It 
was the Z-goal of those who had been trying to encircle Germany for years and who had finally 
achieved their aim. We have now no right to doubt that the same policy is being pursued today for the 
sole purpose of achieving the same end." 34 However, it also became known that the Soviet Union was 
to close the ring of encirclement in the East, which it then did, as evidenced by the westward expansion 
of its territory, its actions on the flanks in Scandinavia and the Balkans, and the deployment of the Red 
Army. All attempts of the Allies to call these documents forgeries or non-binding documents (Cf. VI. 
Chapter, Military Tribunal Nuremberg.) are refuted by the causes and the whole course of the 
preventive wars from 1939 to 1941, which became necessary for these reasons. 27 April 1939The 
USSR's Participation in Talks with the Western Powers for the Encirclement of Germany The proof 
that German intelligence possessed appropriate information about the encirclement intentions of the 
Western powers with the participation of the USSR even before the war began in April 1939 is also 
provided by the following overview of the High Command of the Wehrmacht on foreign policy events 
in Europe of 27 April 1939. Summary of the Overview of the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht 
on Foreign Policy Events in Europe of April 27, 1939 As the above overview of the Supreme Command 
of the Wehrmacht (Document 1128) proves, German reconnaissance possessed a whole series of 
indications of possible USSR participation in the Allied encirclement policy toward Germany. Thus the 
participation of the Soviet Union ambassador in London on March 18, 1939, in a consultation to which 
the British Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax, had invited the ambassadors of France, the United States, 
and the Soviet Union. German intelligence, as the above information shows, was also informed about 
the continuation of Allied negotiations with the Soviet Union and the Soviet government's proposal to 
conclude a general Anglo-French-Soviet mutual assistance pact. The further domestic and military 
measures of the Soviet Union and the development of its foreign policy are unlikely to have contributed 
to a calming of the distrust that had arisen toward the Soviet Union. 23 August 1939 Conclusion of the 
German-Soviet Nonaggression Treaty Despite resolute ideological opposition, a nonaggression treaty 
(also known as the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact) was concluded on 23 August 1939 (backdated by one 
day) between National Socialist Germany and the Soviet Union, which was in the process of building 
socialism. The significant secret additional protocol, whose existence was denied by the Soviet Union 
until December 1991, made the universally known division of spheres of interest in the East between 
Germany and the Soviet Union. Since this treaty has already been described, or rather interpreted, in 
hundreds of scholarly studies, only the following considerations should be mentioned here from the 
point of view of this study: 1. A comparison of the two drafts presented by the German and Soviet sides, 
even if one variant of the text was ultimately agreed upon, shows the differing interests of the two 
parties to the treaty. The explicit prohibition of participation in any grouping of powers, as proposed by 
the German side in Article 4 of the pact, was obviously intended to prevent the pact of Great Britain, 
France, and the Soviet Union, as explained above in Chapter II, and thus to prevent the dreaded two- 
or multi-front war. In any case, this confirms that Reich Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop was aware of 


the Allies' common intentions to encircle Germany, including the Soviet Union, in view of the many 
reports he had received from his diplomats in London and Paris. Since such a proposal under Article 4 
was missing from the Soviet draft, at least it allows certain assumptions. 2. many further steps, so the 
economic agreement of 19.8.39 (signed 

on August 20, 2:00 a.m.) in Berlin, the border and friendship agreement concluded on September 28, 
1939, prove that Germany was willing to continue along the path of rapprochement with the Soviet 
Union. It can hardly be assumed that Hitler believed that the conclusion of this pact meant a world- 
historical reorientation of Stalin. The ideological differences were probably too great for that, but 
Hitler's speeches and decisions hinted at such a temporary interpretation. Thus, in a lecture to the 
commanders-in-chief of the Wehrmacht on November 23, 1939, he stated: "For the moment, 
internationalism has receded. If Russia renounces it, it will go over to Pan-Slavism... "36 Hitler thus 
associated the hope that the present (the peaceful) state of affairs between Germany and the Soviet 
Union might last for years to come. Assessment of the "Abbreviations) Overview of the Soviet Russian 
Armed Forces" as of August 1939 The above-mentioned brief overview of the Red Army of August 
1939 issued by the Foreign Armies East is incomprehensibly a verbatim transcript of the overview of the 
Red Army of January 28, 1939. Le., the Foreign Armies East Department did not recognize any changes 
in the condition of the Red Army in the immediate pre-war period of 1939. Possibly, Kinzel just made 
it very simple for himself. At least this is an expression of a certain disinterest of the General Staff of the 
Army towards the USSR and the Red Army, which at that time were not yet neighbors of Germany 
and were not considered as an enemy. 01 September 1939 Beginning of the Polish campaign of the 
Wehrmacht The causes of the German-Polish war, which started on 01 September 1939, and its course 
shall not be considered here, since they have been comprehensively examined in further literature, for 
example in the work "Der Krieg, der viele Vater hatte" (The war that had many fathers) by General 
(ret.) Schultze-Rhonhof. However, since this initially local German-Polish war was taken by Stalin as an 
opportunity to further build up the Red Army, as a result of which the buffer state of Poland was 
eliminated and a direct line of confrontation between the Soviet Union and the Generalgouvernement 
was created, it cannot remain unmentioned here. Thus, on September 01, 1939, the law on general 
conscription was enacted in the USSR. On September 07, 1939, the partial mobilization of the Red 
Army was triggered. To carry out the Polish campaign of the USSR, which began on September 17, 
1939, in the inventory of the Byelorussian and Ukrainian fronts, the Red Army concentrated 73.5 
divisions, 1 armored corps and 10 armored brigades (about 81.5 calculation divisions). 

As early as 1939 during the German-Polish War, Stalin also claimed Lithuania in violation of the 
treaty. Even the request of the Lithuanian government to send German troops for the security of 
Lithuania, however, Hitler rejected as not in accordance with the goals of German policy. Again, 
Germany gave in. It was the beginning of a fault line between the Soviet Union and Germany that 
continued to escalate systematically. 38 Putin's June 20, 2020, view of this German-Polish-Russian war 
should also be of extraordinary interest today. In his article on the causes of this war, Putin wrote: 128 
Assessment of the "Brief Overview of the Soviet Russian Armed Forces" as of August 1939 The above- 
mentioned brief overview of the Red Army of August 1939 issued by the Foreign Armies East is 
incomprehensibly a verbatim transcript of the overview of the Red Army of January 28, 1939. Le., the 
Foreign Armies East Department did not recognize any changes in the condition of the Red Army in the 
immediate pre-war period of 1939. Possibly, Kinzel just made it very simple for himself: At least this is 
an expression of a certain disinterest of the General Staff of the Army towards the USSR and the Red 
Army, which at that time were not yet neighbors of Germany and were not considered as an enemy. 01 
September 1939 Beginning of the Polish campaign of the Wehrmacht The causes of the German-Polish 
war, which started on 01 September 1939, and its course shall not be considered here, since they have 


been comprehensively examined in further literature, for example in the work "Der Krieg, der viele 
Vater hatte" (The war that had many fathers) by General (ret.) Schultze-Rhonhof. However, since this 
initially local German-Polish war was taken by Stalin as an opportunity to further build up the Red 
Army, as a result of which the buffer state of Poland was eliminated and a direct line of confrontation 
between the Soviet Union and the Generalgouvernement was created, it cannot remain unmentioned 
here. Thus, on September 01, 1939, the law on general conscription was enacted in the USSR. On 
September 07, 1939, the partial mobilization of the Red Army was triggered. To carry out the Polish 
campaign of the USSR, which began on September 17, 1939, in the inventory of the Byelorussian and 
Ukrainian fronts, the Red Army concentrated 73.5 divisions, 1 armored corps and 10 armored brigades 
(about 81.5 calculation divisions). As early as 1939 during the German-Polish War, Stalin also claimed 
Lithuania in violation of the treaty. Even the request of the Lithuanian government to send German 
troops for the security of Lithuania, however, Hitler rejected as not in accordance with the goals of 
German policy. Again, Germany gave in. It was the beginning of a fault line between the Soviet Union 
and Germany, which systematically continued to escalate. °8 Putin's June 20, 2020 view of this 

German -Polish-Russian war should also be of extraordinary interest today. In his article on the causes of 
this war Putin wrote: Quote 11.30 (excerpt) "The reason, by the way, was also a legacy of Versailles the 
fate of the so-called Danzig Corridor. Poland's subsequent tragedy was on the conscience of the then 
Polish leadership, which prevented the conclusion of an Anglo-French-Soviet military union and hoped 
for help from its Western partners. " 39 Thus Putin provided the admission that such a military union of 
the three powers directed against Germany was planned with the involvement of the USSR. 12 
September 1939 The "Situation Report on Russia and Southeastern Europe" In mid-September 1939, 
Kinzel, Foreign Armies East, submitted a situation report (Document 11.31) on the development of the 
military-political situation of the Soviet Union and the Balkan states after the beginning of the 
German-Polish war, which may well be regarded as reconnaissance information. Assessment of the 
"Situation Report on Russia and Southeastern Europe" of 12 September 1939 1. The situation report of 
the Foreign Armies East of 12 September 1939 clarifies the real developing situation in the East and has 
the character of reconnaissance information. The situation of the Red Army, in whose deployment, in 
view of the imminent/'expected intervention of the Red Army in the German-Polish war, a justified 
interest of Germany was discernible, was presented in detail as an important part and future riparian in 
the East. However, a special concentration of the situation report on the USSR/Red Army is not 
discernible. It is clear that, in view of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, the Soviet Union was not 
considered an enemy of the war at this time. 2. the account of the drafting of 200,000 reservists, of 
horses and vehicles to the Red Army since the beginning of September 1939 and the designation of a 
partial mobilization proves that the Fremden Heere Ost had recognized the covered partial mobilization 
triggered on 07 September 1939. Thus, the establishment of the wartime strength of the Red Army 
troops in the border military districts was reconnoitered with a total of 74-77 calculation divisions. A 
particular concentration of 30-31 divisions, plus 19 cavalry divisions, was found on the border with 
Poland (Map II.32). Although, according to the report of Colonel General Sakharov, about 73.5 
divisions, 1 armored corps, and 10 armored brigades (corresponding to about 81.5 calculation divisions) 
were involved in the war against Poland, the strength estimate of the Fremden Heere Ost of 49-50 
divisions of troops of the border military districts marching against Poland as of September 12, 1939, 
nevertheless appears real, since the march of troops (the Red Army attack did not begin until September 
17, 1939) had not even been completed. 43 3. also the breaking of all contradictions and the further 
destabilization of the situation in the Balkans (Cf. map 11.33.) with the beginning of the German-Polish 
war and by the European war developing with the war declarations of England and France to Germany 
from 03 September 1939 was promptly cleared up. Thus the on 02. September 1939, the mobilization of 


Hungarian border guard brigades and the concentration of troops at the border to Romania, the 
increased conscription of reservists in Romania and the deployment of considerable Romanian 
contingents at the borders to Hungary and Bulgaria, the partial mobilization of 5 divisions of Yugoslavia 
in the north at the borders of Germany, Hungary and Romania and in the south on the border with 
Greece, Bulgaria's intention to regain Dobruja and the deployment of Bulgarian troops on the border 
with Turkey, increased enlistments in Turkey and the concentration of 11 Turkish divisions in the 
European part of Turkey against Bulgaria, enlistments of 200. 000 reservists 

in Greece were reconnoitered and reported. In addition, these reports from the Foreign Armies East 
show the first signs of English activity in the Balkans, such as the statement that Greece was "completely 
under English influence" and the report of the "gathering of English troops around Izmir", even though 
this report had not yet been confirmed. Thus the reports from the German embassies in London and 
Paris (cf. citations 11.16 and IL17.) about the preparation of a southern front by the Allies found their 
lasting confirmation. Although the majority of the Balkan states had declared neutrality, the Allies' 
objective was to use their considerable military potential to encircle and wage war against Germany. 17 
September 1939 The German-Polish-Russian War The Wehrmacht campaign, which began on 01 
September 1939 as the German-Polish War, was joined by the Soviet Union on 17 September 1939. 
The existence of this state posed a problem for the military intervention of the partially mobilized units 
of the western military districts of the Red Army in the conflict with Czechoslovakia, but it also 
contributed to the failure (or so one might think) of the talks between the French, British and Russian 
military missions against Germany in August 1939. Now there existed a direct line of confrontation 
between the Wehrmacht and the Red Army, and the USSR became a riparian state. The border of a 
possible theater of war in the East was advanced about 250 to 300 km westward. While the beginning of 
the German-Polish war on September 3, 1939 led to a declaration of war by Great Britain and France 
against Germany, the entry of the Soviet Union into this war remained only with formal protests, 
probably intended only for the public. The author interprets this as an indication that, completely in the 
sense of the above-mentioned reports of the diplomatic services from London and Paris (citations 11.19 
to IL24), Stalin was still acting in agreement with the Allies, while the Western powers had not given 
up the hope of being able to include the Soviet Union in the encirclement ring around Germany. Stalin 
had, after all, created much more favorable conditions for opening a fourth front in the East and 
attacking Germany entirely in accordance with the Allies' goal. After the end of the German-Polish- 
Russian campaign, already on November 14, 1939, by means of Order No. 0177 of the People's 
Commissar for Defense of the USSR, the transfer of the fronts back to military districts and the transfer 
of the majority of troops to the Leningrad Military District for participation in the Russian-Finnish war, 
the so-called "Winter War", which had begun on November 30, 1939, took place. After the signing of 
the peace treaty of March 12, 1940, on the basis of which Finland had to cede considerable territory to 
the Soviet Union, hostilities ceased on March 13, 1940. Although the USSR did not achieve its original 
objective of occupying Finland, it nevertheless secured a more strategically favorable starting position on 
its northern flank. 28 September 1939 Conclusion of the Border and Friendship Treaty with the Soviet 
Union Although 

Stalin used this treaty to force concessions from Germany on the annexation of Lithuania, which 1t. the 
Additional Protocol of 23 August 1939 was not to be part of the Soviet sphere of interest, Hitler 
accepted this course of action in the interest of preserving the tolerable relations that had begun between 
the two countries. But this made the Red Army an immediate neighbor even on the borders of East 
Prussia. October 15, 1939 Conclusion of a secret anti-German military plot by Stalin with the Allies 
The Finnish Field Marshal Mannerheim is said to have been given duidh his secret agents in Sweden 
plans of treaty war plans against Germany. Although a whole series of encirclement clues and historical 


events in this tense war period make the existence of such a treaty seem possible, also some domestic and 
foreign authors confirm the conclusion of this treaty, nevertheless the author has not found definitive 
proof of its existence. The attack plans agreed in this treaty against the German Reich are said to have 
been signed by Stalin on 28 January 1940 and by Churchill on 08 February 1940. In a book by the 
Finnish author Erkki Hautamiaki, these plans were made available to the public. According to Becker, 
these Finnish reconnaissance results, which were available to Mannerheim, should have produced the 
following facts of the plans: "In agreement with the Western powers, the Red Army will occupy and 
annex Finland by the end of March 1940; the Baltic states will be occupied and annexed by the USSR 
by the end of May at the latest. For the spring of 1940, simultaneous pincer-like campaigns by France 
with the participation of the Netherlands and Belgium were planned, combined with Anglo-French 
invasion of Norway and from there advance to Denmark and southern Sweden as a southern front 
(undoubtedly meant as a northern front by the author) against the German Reich. Yugoslav military 
advance through "Bohemian horseshoe" against the Reich...."44 These plans also became known to the 
leadership of the German Reich. November 1939 (11 February 1940 at the latest) Géring's Research 
Office Collective Report The following document is probably the only surviving original Research 
Office Collective Report, which, according to external features, was written in November 1939, or 11 
February 1940 at the latest, on the brown paper typical of these reports. The report provides a valuable 
insight into the British policy of encirclement toward Germany, practiced even before the war began. In 
view of the size of this document, only a few telling splinter sentences can be quoted here. Quotations 
11.34 (excerpts) Uber die englische Einkreisungspolitik und die diplomatischen Schritte zu ihrer 
Ausfithrung: " ... es sei (einer vertraulichen Nachricht zufolge) die wahren Absicht der englischen 
Regierung, Zeit zu gewinnen und nichts Entscheidendes unternehmen, bis man bereit werden, sich mit 
allen Kriften eingeinmischen. Two days later Momchilov reported that vigorous activity in the Balkans 
was imminent. " Statement of Bulgarian Envoy Momchilov in London, March 16, 1939. p. 176. (N 
112,264)."On the meaning of the English Balkan plans, Momchilov expressed on April 17 that the 
English diplomatic activity was aimed at mutual solidarity and at even more intimate cooperation 
among the Balkan states in order to secure a unified bloc. " Statement of Momentchilov's Bulgarian 
envoy in London, April 17, 1939. p. 177. (N 115,433). Turkey's Role in Encirclement From a Turkish 
reply to the British proposals for encirclement, the following can be inferred: " 1). No one should be left 
in doubt that, according to the course of events, ... (FA: not legible), go in favor of the general interests 
of peace with England, or pursue a (FA: not legible) policy, and that we will remain neutral as long as 
the Axis powers in the Mediterranean and the Balkans do not proceed to attack. " Information from the 
Turkish Foreign Minister to the Turkish Ambassador in Moscow, 27 April 1939. p. 180. (N 115,599). 
The role assigned to Romania in the encirclement of Germany The British guarantee declaration for 
Romania was made on April 13, 1939. "In the period following the British guarantee 

declaration, ...,work was done on supplementing the guarantees given to Greece and Romania and on 
determining the cooperation of Turkey, Greece and Romania within the framework of a comprehensive 
guarantee system. "Report of the Yugoslav envoy, Sumenkovic, in Ankara, July 11, 1939. p. 186. The 
British declaration of guarantee for Greece The British declaration of guarantee for Greece also took 
place on April 13, 1939. "The Yugoslav envoy in London, ..., subsequently remarked that probably 
England and France would publicly make only a unilateral declaration of guarantee, but would secretly 
prepare a plan for military cooperation in case of emergency." Report of the Yugoslav Envoy in 
London, April 12, 1939. p. 187. (N 114,715). British Efforts to Engage Bulgaria "That England also 
included Bulgaria in its diplomatic activity developed in the Balkans first emerged from a report of the 
Bulgarian envoy in London, Momchilov, of April 15, 1939, in which it was stated that even after 
Romania had been guaranteed, English plans in the Balkans would be pushed forward with concessions 


in favor of Bulgaria,..." Momchilov's report of April 15, 1939. p. 187. (N 115,068). English Policy 
Toward Yugoslavia The following was reported on the outcome of negotiations conducted in London 
in July 1939 by the Yugoslav Prince Regent: "Furthermore, London is said to have expressed the wish 
that Yugoslavia, despite a neutrality necessary in case of emergency, make military preparations on the 
Albanian border and later join an Anglo-French-Greek alliance, for which it would receive the ports of 
Zara, Fiume, Trieste, and Pola after the conclusion of the war." Communication from the Japanese 
Consul General in Vienna, Jamaji, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tokyo on the basis of an agent's 
report of August 03, 1939. p. 192. (N 123,782). The Anglo-Russian Pact Negotiations "Also, according 
to an explanation given 

the Soviet Russian Ambassador in Ankara, Terentyev, gave to the Soviet Russian counterproposals, 
Soviet Russia demanded a mutual tripartite guarantee extending to all three states (FA: Russia, England 
France), in which all (FA: European) neighbors of the Soviet Union should also be included." 
Statement of the Russian Ambassador in Ankara, Terentyev. P. 194 (N 118.213). A Turkish proposal for 
the negotiations between England and Soviet Russia was that "In the face of attacks, the governments of 
Turkey, the Soviet Union, England, and France may repeatedly declare their solidarity. " Proposal of 
the Turkish Ambassador in Moscow, Apaydin, to his Ministry of Foreign Affairs, May 15, 1939. p. 196. 
"3) Efforts must be made to secure the cooperation of Soviet Russia." Excerpt from a Turkish reply of 
April 16, 1939, to British proposals for encirclement. P. 181 (N 115.599). The summary by Goering's 
Research Office states, "It is clear from this Turkish reply how keenly Turkey was interested in securing 
Soviet Russian cooperation in the encirclement action." "The Japanese Ambassador in Ankara, 
Taketomi, on the other hand, judged the attitude of Soviet Russia in the Anglo-Russian negotiations to 
be that Russia had first decided to join the British camp in all sincerity, with the intention of inciting the 
Western powers on the one hand and Germany on the other against each other. "Report of the Japanese 
Ambassador in Ankara, June 30, 1939, p. 199 (N 121,595). November 30, 1939 The Russo-Finnish War 
Immediately after the crushing of the remnant forces of the Polish Army and the occupation of western 
White Russia and western Ukraine, there was the withdrawal of a large number of Red Army 
formations and their concentration in the Leningrad Military District for participation in the aggression 
against Finland, the so-called Winter War, which began on November 30, 1939. This war served to 
secure the northern flank of the future theater of war. Even though the military objective of the Russo- 
Finnish War was not fully achieved, the establishment of new Red Army bases and the advance of the 
Baltic Red Banner Fleet into the Gulf of Finland and the Gulf of Bothnia created a new threat situation 
for the nickel ore shipments from Petsamo and the iron ore shipments from Kiruna. A glance at the map 
is enough to see that the war against Finland was waged because of the extraordinary strategic 
importance of the northern flank and to establish greater freedom of action for the North Sea and Baltic 
Red Banner Fleets. A large number of entries in the war diaries of Halder, the naval command, and the 
High Command of the Wehrmacht prove that this development, which was coming to a head for the 
German Reich, was known and also closely observed. The Year 1940 09 February 1940 Files Found ina 
Soviet Courier Plane On 09 February, a Soviet courier plane was forced to land. Among the files of a 
Soviet courier, which the Germans photographed, was found, among other things, the following map 
image (document 11.35) and a statement of its realization approved by the British Admiralty 
(Churchill). 02 April 1940 Letter from Géring and von Ribbentrop to Mannerheim The following very 
revealing document from Goring and von Ribbentrop, dated 02 April 1940, was given to Mannerheim 
with reference to information Hitler had already given on 07 March 1940 about the Anglo-Russian 
attack plan. Document 11.36 "To the Marshal of Finland C. G.E. Mannerheim The Reich Government 
was informed on 07 March 1940 that an Anglo-Russian plan of attack -against Germany exists, under 
the execution of which an invasion of the Baltic States and Scandinavia is planned. The German 


Government does not intend to wait until these plans are carried out and will not permit military 
operations 

to encroach on German territory. To prevent and forestall an Anglo-French invasion and occupation of 
Norway and Denmark, Germany will take preventive measures. If the Russian forces begin a military 
attack on Finland on the Gulf of Bothnia and the Swedish coast, German forces will occupy Norway 
and Denmark, and the German Air Force will immediately begin air attacks on all those Finnish 
territories where Russian troops have begun their attacks. If Finland wishes to resist the Russian troops 
with the aid of German troops, the German Government requests an answer as to whether it would 
agree to German air support in the designated cases. The German Government requests that in the case 
of desired air support its message be addressed directly to the Reich Minister of Foreign Affairs. Berlin, 
02.04.1940 Hermann Géring Reichsmarschall J. von Ribbentrop, Reich Minister of Foreign Affairs. " 47 
This letter is said to have been accompanied by a number of enclosures and attachments that made 
statements about the planned military cooperation of the Soviet Union with England in the war against 
Germany. Thus, among other things: 3 a photocopy of the secret military agreement concluded by 
Stalin and Churchill on October 15, 1939; O map photographs with tactical entries of operational 
procedures; 0 implementation statements of joint warfare against the German Reich. This document 
thus proves that by early February 1940 at the latest, the Reich government possessed early information 
about a Soviet Union alliance with the Allies and precise knowledge of the planning for an Anglo- 
French-Russian invasion of the Scandinavian states. The planned occupation of the Baltic states had also 
become known. Since the campaigns of the Wehrmacht in the north and west have been presented in 
thousands of military historical writings, studies, and memoirs, they are not subject to consideration in 
this study. Nevertheless, these campaigns, which served the defense against the planned aggressive 
actions according to the overall war plan decided by the Supreme Allied Military Council, can by no 
means be disregarded. For the sake of completeness, they will be mentioned only briefly below. 09 April 
10 June 1940 Preventive Strike of the Wehrmacht in the North against a British Invasion of Norway 
With this lightning counter-attack, the Wehrmacht came close to 10 hours ahead of the landing of a 
British Expeditionary Corps planned in Norway and the creation of a northern front. The British 
Expeditionary Corps had already been loaded and since 08 April 1940 a strong British-French squadron 
in the northern North Sea had been securing the execution of the planned landing. That the Reich 
government had certain information from diplomatic and intelligence circles as well as military 
reconnaissance at an early stage about the actual Anglo-French objective of creating a northern front 
against Germany and cutting off the ore supply is evidenced by the Reich government's memorandum 
to Norway of 09 April 1940 (quotation 11.37). This memorandum describes this objective as follows: 
Quote H.37 (excerpt) "1. to cut off Germany from its northern ore supply by the occupation of Narvik 
and 2. to establish a new front by this landing of Anglo-French forces in the Scandinavian countries in 
order to be able to attack Germany flanking from the north. " 48 The Wehrmacht's successful 
preemptive enterprise secured the northern flank against England, eliminated the threat to iron ore 
supplies from Kiruna, Sweden, via Narvik, and broke the British North Sea blockade. Norwegian forces 
surrendered on 10 June 1940 10 May 22 1940 Preventive Strike of the Wehrmacht in the West against 
France In 1939, Hitler expressed the thought of having to go on the offensive in the West and issued 
Fiihrerweisung No. 6 for offensive warfare in the West on 09 October 1939. The first operational draft 
for a western offensive was presented by Lieutenant General von Manstein on 31 October 1939. And on 
November 23, 1939, in the address to the Commanders-in-Chief, Hitler described the intention to open 
the offensive as an "unabinderlichenEntschluss." Since the strength of the British Expeditionary Force 
that had landed in northern France had already reached 161,423 troops, including 9,392 Luftwaffe 
personnel, by December 31, 1939, further waiting was no longer possible. On January 13, 1940, Hitler 














ordered the cessation of deployment in the west. After being postponed 29 times, the Wehrmacht's 
western campaign began on May 10, 1940. The Franco-German armistice on June 22, 1940, ended the 
Allies' attempt to build a successful western front against the German Reich. A grandiose victory of the 
Wehrmacht, achieved in a very short time and not expected by the whole world, which was also 
surprisingly fast for Stalin. The continuation of the struggle against England With the defeat of France, 
the strategic situation of England deteriorated visibly. Since the outbreak of the war declared by 
England, the operational naval and air warfare, which had been steadily increasing in severity, was 
successful for the German weapons. British losses of merchant tonnage doubled, reaching 585,496 gross 
tons of sunk shipping in June 1940. 

(one-third of England's shipping tonnage on the eve of the start of the war). England, whose entire 
economy depended on imports, was in dire peril. Although the British succeeded in evacuating 338,226 
men (including 123,000 Frenchmen) of the British Expeditionary Force from Dunkirk on the basis of 
the holding order confirmed by Hitler, the repulsion of the British invasion force was nevertheless a 
success. In view of Germany's successes in the fight against the Allies and a decisive change in the 
balance of power in Germany's favor, a rethinking began internationally as well. Romania, for example, 
swung to the German side at the end of May 1940 after the conclusion of the "oil-arms pact," and Italy 
entered the war on June 10, 1940. Conclusions from Chapter II; Reconnaissance Period 1939 to June 
1940 1. The Political Indications of a Rapprochement of the Soviet Union with England and Its 
Expected Participation in the Allied Encirclement Policy The overview (Document 1128) of foreign 
policy events issued by the Army High Command on April 27, 1939, proves that a number of signals 
about the Allied encirclement policy were already available to the German political and military 
leadership at this early date. Efforts to create a political constellation of all anti-German forces, the 
accumulation of British-inspired diplomatic contacts with France, the United States, and the Soviet 
Union, reports of British activity against Scandinavia, including the intensification of existing 
negotiations with the Soviet Union, Turkey and the Balkan states, the proposal of the Soviet 
government to conclude a general Anglo-French-Soviet mutual assistance pact, became known to 
German intelligence through a wide variety of channels and should have attracted the attention of the 
political leadership of the German Reich. World War I policy of encircling Germany was to be 
continued with the participation of the Soviet Union. As the documents recorded in the White Papers 
of the Foreign Office prove, there was a great deal of information about the planned policy of 
encirclement of the Allies by the German diplomatic representatives, especially from London and Paris, 
but also from the USA. Without any doubt, the results of the interception of the communications of the 
foreign diplomats by Goering's Research Office (Document IL34), which Walther Hewel, Ribbentrop's 
permanent representative to Hitler, regularly submitted, were also included in the assessment of the 
political situation. The secret planning of the Supreme Allied War Council, evidenced by the 
photocopy of the Gesamtkriegsplan (document IL35), also by the letter of Goering and von Ribbentrop 
to Mannerheim of April 02, 1940 (document IL36), the booty documents of La Charite of June 19, 
1940 (Cf. III. Chapter), as set forth in Hitler's speech of July 19, 1940 (Document 111.37), the efforts of 
the Allies to include the Soviet Union in their overall war plan against Germany had become known to 
the political and military leadership of the German Reich. 2. the identification of a development in the 
east requiring attention; the reconnaissance gap vis-a-vis the Soviet Union According to the documents 
available, the reconnaissance period from 1939 to June 1940 in the direction of the east was 
characterized by the routine work of the Foreign Armies East. There was no reconnaissance of the 
Soviet Union and the Red Army aimed at preparing for war in this period, since, like most of the 
Wehrmacht units, reconnaissance and its organs were concentrated on the north and west directions, i-e., 
on the landing of the Wehrmacht in Norway, the campaign against France, and the fight against 


England. The ban on reconnaissance of the Soviet Union imposed by Hitler in September 1939, 
confirmed by a large number of historians, limited the hardly available reconnaissance possibilities 
anyway. The few, more superficial data collected on the Soviet Union as well as on the other Eastern 
and Balkan countries reveal little depth and in no way bear the character of enemy reconnaissance. A 
political will to reconnoiter the forces of the neighboring power, the Soviet Union, was obviously 
completely lacking. A whole series of reports, which increasingly pointed to unfriendly developments in 
the East, were nevertheless made known to the political and military leadership of the German Reich by 
the few reconnaissance organs, the Abwehr, reports from diplomatic circles, from Géring's research 
office and from the military attaches, by publications in the world press, etc., but were obviously 
regarded by them under the aspect of the partnership relations which had been developing since the 
conclusion of 

the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. No particular concentration of reconnaissance materials on the Soviet 
Union and the Red Army or intensive observation of them is apparent. The Soviet Union was not 
considered a hostile power during this period but was considered one of the countries to be observed by 
the Foreign Armies East. This fact suggests that the Soviet Union was considered a partner and military 
confrontation was not envisaged according to a long-term plan. Evidence includes the almost complete 
exposure of the Ostgrcnzcn to the West during the period of the war, the planned reduction of the 
Army after the conclusion of the Western campaign and the concentration of armaments on the air 
force and navy, the intention, confirmed several times by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, von 
Ribbentrop, and also by Hitler, to include the Soviet Union in the Axis, the supply of militarily 
significant products, and so on. In fact, the author has no serious reconnaissance information on the Red 
Army developed between September 1939 and July 1940. Nevertheless, limited observation of the 
development of the armaments industry and of the Red Army of the Soviet Union was made, especially 
at the instigation of Canaris by Ausland/Abwehr, by sporadic flights of the Fernaufklarungsstaffel, by 
marginally existing listening services, by the military attaches posted in Moscow, by interviews of those 
who had fled from the occupied territories, by reports of foreign secret services, etc. The inadequate 
staffing of the Foreign Armies East Department (Cf. L chapter.) also did not permit more thorough 
investigations. Obviously, there was no political will for more intensive reconnaissance activities in the 
East direction. The author did not find any signs that the fight against Bolshevism and the acquisition of 
living space in the East, which was claimed by the established historiography, was Hitler's long-term all- 
dominant goal, possibly even according to a preconceived step-by-step plan, during this reconnaissance 
period. Although the data of the Foreign Armies East in the information of January 28, 1939 (document 
IL1) indicated a collection of data from publicly available documents or reports of the military attaches 
with legal data, it was clearly evident that there was a strong development in the USSR in the direction 
of building the armament economy and the Red Army. The summary of the "Brief(ish) Survey of the 
Soviet Russian Armed Forces" of January 28, 1939, clearly stated. It says: "The Russian war defense 
force is numerically a huge instrument of war. The means of combat are, on the whole, modern. The 
principles of command are clear and definite. The rich resources of the country and the vastness of the 
given battle space are good allies." The Red Army's ability, established by Fremden Heere Ost, to field 
an army of 11-12 million soldiers in the event of war (Document II.1), confirmed this statement and 
should have attracted attention in the high commands of the Wehrmacht and Wehrmacht components. 
However, the information of 12 Sept. 1939, which was apparently intended to inform about the further 
behavior of the Soviet Union and the Balkan countries with regard to the German-Polish war that had 
begun on 01 Sept. 1939, already noted a sharp increase in the number of Red Army divisions 
concentrated in the western border military districts since 28 Jan. 1939, as the following diagram 11.38 
shows. According to the information of January 28, 1939, a deployment of 70-90 rifle and 15-18 cavalry 


divisions of the Red Army against Poland was expected. In reality, 81.5 computational divisions of the 
Red Army marched to crush the residual forces of the Polish Army. Thus, the high command of the 
Wehrmacht was informed in time about the beginning of the march of the Red Army, which 
intervened in the German-Polish war on September 17, 1939. The remnants of the buffer state of 
Poland, which had been at war with Germany since September 1, 1939, still existed, so that even on the 
basis of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of August 23, 1940, no danger to Germany was initially derived 
from the recognized concentration of Red Army units. However, the rather general orientation booklet 
of March 15, 1939 (Document II.6), submitted by the foreign air forces, provided information on a 
considerable development of the air forces of the Soviet Union. The large number of more than 5,000 
warplanes (of which 2,000 were modern and 1,000 in the Far East), a modern air war doctrine, the 
concentration of ground organization (Map 11.7) with developed 

airfield facilities and the deployment of air forces (Map 11.8) in the western border military districts, as 
well as the growing strength of the heavy air corps, were already to be interpreted as indications of a 
development of the Soviet Union that was of concern to Germany. Nevertheless, the approximately 
correct reconnaissance results of the Foreign Armies and Air Forces East mentioned in the Overview of 
the Red Army of 28 January 1939 (Document II.l), the Orientation Booklet on the Air Forces of the 
Soviet Union of 15 March 1939 (Document II.6), the Situation Report of 12 September 1939 
(Document IL31) prove that, despite all the difficulties existing for reconnaissance in the East, the 
Wehrmacht possessed reliable information on the Western orientation of the Red Army. Although the 
observation of political, economic, armament, and military developments, which was made more 
difficult by the total shielding of the Soviet Union and was also carried out with little vigor, was of a 
more general character, the political and military leadership of the German Reich nevertheless had a 
great deal of information about its neighbor to the east, which made it necessary to observe its 
development closely. Taking these observations into account, the claim made by established 
historiography of long-term and deliberate preparations for war against the Soviet Union is exposed as 
false. Chapter III Hitler's intention for peace and its change; the reconnaissance of a growing danger 
from the East and the increase of security by the Wehrmacht; reconnaissance period June to November 
1940 Everything to be said about the actions of the Wehrmacht in this period has been known for tens 
of years. Thousands of books describe the situation in this intermediate period, data and facts are 
mentioned, usually with great accuracy and detail. But does one interpret them correctly or does one 
bend them and passi to the prescribed historiography? The author announces here serious contradiction. 
Representing the established historiography, Gerd R. Ueberschir is quoted here: "That is why Hitler 
pushed so hard to have the army freely available again after an early Frankreichfeldzu’ ah spring 1940, 
in order to then be able to carry out a large operation in the east against Russia. "1 A claim completely 
made up out of thin air, but certainly "politically correct." Did the measures initiated in this period 
already serve to prepare an offensive against the Soviet Union or were they initially purely defensive or 
preventive measures? Were developments in the East being reconnoitered? Was Hitler pursuing a long- 
term plan? To answer this question, the author has selected some problem areas from this intermediate 
periodjuni to November 1940: O Hitler's expectations after the French campaign; the planning of the 
partial demobilization of the army; the conversion of the military economy and armaments; O the 
repatriation of troops after the Western campaign; the restoration of the security of the eastern border 
by the deployment of the 18th Army; the role of the "Panzer Group" Guderian. O the military-political 
situation in the East; the continuation of the Red Army's deployment; Germany's defensive weakness in 
the East. O the determination of the threat from the east; O the reconnaissance results of the Foreign 
Armies East; the memo of talks of July 24, 1940; O the directive Aufbau Ost of August 07, 1940; O the 
strengthening of border security in the east by the transfer of additional divisions and the formation of 


Army Group B, O the security measures in Scandinavia. O the deployment of the military mission in 
Romania; O the deferment of "Sea Lion"; O Directive No. 18 of November 1940. III.1. Hitler's 
expectations after the French campaign; planning for the partial demobilization of the Army; conversion 
of the defense economy and armaments 1. Hitler's will for peace and planning for a future peacetime 
strength of the Army; the partial demobilization of the Army On the basis of the successful course of the 
Western Campaign, which began on 10 May 1940, the Army was to be demobilized in part. May 1940, 
Hitler began to expect an early conclusion of peace in the West, especially since the beginning of the 
evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force from Dunkirk on May 27, 1940 (Operation "Dynamo" 
May 27 to June 4, 1940) and the signing of the surrender of Belgium by King Leopold III on May 28, 
1940. Already on 28 May 1940, although the Western campaign was still in full swing, the second 
phase, the battle for France case "Red", began only on 05 June 1940 and the enterprise "Wesertibung" 
against Norway was not yet finished, Hitler expressed himself at a meeting to the Commander in Chief 
of the Army, von Brauchitsch, about the future peace strength of the Army. These statements by Hitler 
on 28 May 1940 about the future peacetime strength of the Army were recorded by Halder in the War 
Diary as follows: Quote III.1 "g. Peacetime Army in the future: 24 Pz.Divn. ... 12 mot.Divn. 30-40 
other Divn. " 2 Undoubtedly, the peacetime strength of 66 to 76 helicopters, mentioned by Hitler, was 
not a realistic figure. Peacetime strength of 66 to 76 Army divisions was the ultimate goal of the partial 
demobilization of the Army planned after the successful Western campaign and probably also 
represented the lowest limit of troops that would have been required for a defense of Germany. The 
conduct of a strategic offensive, for example against the Soviet Union, was not possible with such an 
army strength. The number of armored divisions was to be increased primarily in the course of 
modernizing the army, since they had demonstrated their striking power in the Western campaign. 
Hitler also stated his intention to reduce the Army on the occasion of a consultation with Raeder on 04 
June 1940, which Raeder evaluated as follows before the naval command: Quote IIL2 "Fihrer is 
convinced that France will be defeated in a few weeks, so that the task of the Army can then be 
considered essentially fulfilled. Reduction of personnel is intended thereafter. Pull out skilled workers in 
particular. Armaments industry to be largely relegated to Kriegsmarine (submarine program) and 
Luftwaffe (fu 88). " Noteworthy is the following comment (4) by the editor of the War Diary edition 
on this statement by Hitler (quote II.3): Quote IH.3 "Since Hitler hoped to be able to end the war by a 
military victory in the West, he explained to the ObdH. for the first time how he envisioned the future 
peacetime strength of the Army." 4 Did he hope so? The directives cited below prove it. Thus, the 
reorganization of 20 divisions of the 9th and 10th Waves, still in progress, was halted (Document II 1.6). 
That this demand of Hitler's was not political propaganda but a serious objective is proved by the 
activities of the General Staff now initiated for the realization of the peacetime organization of the 
Army, as shown by the entries in Halder's war diary, such as his consultation with Buhle on 01 June 
1940 5 and a message from Buhle to Halder on 07 June 1940. Quote I11.4 ,,b) Future peace army: 22 
Pzund 11 mot.Divn, 6 Geb.Divn, 24 ID. (some of these in the frame). 6 ID. and 3 Geb.Divn. for air 
transport." 6 The reduction of the Army's demobilization plans to the retention of now 120 divisions In 
contrast to German expectations of a peace settlement, however, developments were different. The 
political and military situation in Europe did not at all permit such a rigorous reduction of the Army as 
Hitler had envisaged (Cf. Hitler's original consideration of a reduction to 66-76 divisions of 28 May 
1940, quotation III.1.). The reasons for the now planned implementation of a smaller partial reduction 
of the war army are obvious. Although the Norwegian troops surrendered on June 10, 1940, the country 
was still to be defended against British landings. The French campaign had not yet ended completely, 
and the cease-fire did not occur until June 25, 1940. Western Europe was to be secured initially by the 
retention of widely dispersed Wehrmacht units. Despite the defeat of the British Expeditionary Force in 


France, the sinking of 355,431 GRT (in June 1940) of Allied merchant ships in the Atlantic by German 
U-boats 7, the occupation of the British Channel Islands of Jersy, Guemsey and Alderney by German 
troops (June 30, 1940), Churchill was by no means willing to make peace, but was willing to fight the 
war with Germany to the end. On June 27, 1940, Britain declared a blockade of Europe from the North 
Cape to Spain. Churchill's bombing campaign against German cities was intensified, for example on 06 
June against (Hamburg), on O7./O8 June (Berlin), on 18/19 June (Hamburg, Bremen). 8 And in the 
East, taking advantage of Germany's war against the West, the Soviet Union had annexed the Baltic 
states in the period 15-17 June 1940, inspired trouble spots in the Balkans and against Finland, creating a 
situation to be observed at least closely, which testified to Stalin's unreliability and his advance toward 
Germany, that is, a possible change of policy. Despite this continuing war situation and a more 
complicated political situation, the Army General Staff considered it possible to reduce the Army 
strength from 160 to 120 divisions. Thus, on June 12, 1940, Halder expressed to Buhle the following 
considerations on the reduction of the Army: Quote IIL.5 ,,d) Considerations on how to get from 160 to 
120 Divn. if men are to be returned to the homeland after weapons success in France. I suggest 

suggest: Disband Landesschiitzendivn., Divn. 3rd wave, Tsch. Divn. [with Czech material]. Use human 
material from the disbanded Divn. for discharge of old crews throughout the Army." 9 On 14 June 
1940, the Chief of the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht issued the following preparatory decree 
to reduce the Army, redirect armaments, and strengthen the Kriegsmarine and Luftwaffe for the fight 
against England and the economy and transport. Document II.6 OK W WFA, Dept. L (Chief) No. 00 
349/40g. K. 14. 6.1940 SECRET COMMAND I. The Fuehrer and Supreme Commander of the 
Wehrmacht expressed the following thoughts on 7.6.40 concerning the further development of 
personnel and material armament: 1) The successes in the West lead us to expect that France will be 
defeated in the foreseeable future. Thus the Army's task in this war will be essentially fulfilled. In order 
to carry out its tasks, in any case, it is no longer necessary to re-supply 20 divisions. On the contrary, the 
Fihrer is of the opinion, subject to possible proposals of the ObdH, that after the defeat of France the 
framework of the Army should be reduced to 120 full-fledged divisions with a corresponding reduction 
also of the Army troops. The latter would have to be refreshed in their manpower in such a way that, as 
far as possible, their units of fighting troops would contain only those born in 1910 and younger. The 
fast troops included in this total should be reduced to twice the number of Pz. divisions and 10 mot. 
Divisions (excluding SS units). The material equipment is to be adapted to war experience and brought 
up to a qualitative peak. In particular, the strength of heavy Pz Kpfw. is to be increased. In accordance 
with these guidelines, it will probably be possible in the near future to reduce the Army's "Fiihrer 
requirements" for weapons and ammunition. Gaps will remain to be filled even then. 2) The Navy and 
Air Force must be prepared to continue the war against England by sea and air even after the defeat of 
France. All weapons and their ammunition required for this purpose and for the defense of enemy naval 
and air forces would therefore have to be given appropriate preference in the allocation of raw materials 
and manufacturing capacity under established programs. Increased support in personnel replacement for 
the Air Force may also be considered on the part of the Army. 3) The forces freed by the reduction in 
the size of the Army are also to be used to a great extent for the benefit of the economy and transport. In 
terms of personnel, the U.K. positions, which have been recognized as indispensable up to now, are to 
remain in place for the time being. As far as is at all possible within the framework of the 120 divisions, 
including Army troops, the older cohorts, especially those who have served in the World War II, are to 
be released from all units, beginning with the oldest cohorts. The soldiers remaining in the Wehrmacht 
are to be granted leave in a generous manner as far as combat operations permit. II. These thoughts of 
the Fuehrer result in the following immediate measures: 1) The reorganization of 20 divisions in 
accordance with the Fuehrer's order of April 22, 1940, will be dispensed with. 2) The Uk positions are 


to be extended initially until 31. 8. 40 in all those cases in which it can be proved that the hitherto 
decisive justification continues to exist. 3) Those born in 1909 and older who are not trained are to be 
called up for military training only to the extent that the replacement situation makes it unavoidable. 
Preparations are to be made for the early call-up of the class of 20. 4) The planning necessary for the 
expansion of the rapid response forces shall be initiated in all areas. 5) Planning is to be initiated for the 
conversion of armaments in accordance with the priorities laid down by the Fiihrer. The Chief of the 
Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht gez. Keitel On 15 June 1940, Hitler's directive to reduce the 
war army, including the rapid formations intended for peacetime, to a total of 120 divisions (Citation 
III.7) reached Halder. Halder recorded: Quote IIL7 "In the morning an "instruction" arrives from the 
Fuehrer which 'demands that we now already proceed to the prepared rebuilding of the Army to 120 
Divn. including 20 Panzer and 10 mot. Divn. The prerequisite for this directive is the assumption that 
with the imminent final collapse of the enemy the task of the Army will be accomplished, and that we 
will be able to carry out this reorganization in peace in enemy territory as a basis for the future peace 
organization. To the Kriegsmarine and the Luftwaffe will then fall the task of carrying on the war 
against England alone." 11 To reduce the Army to 120 divisions and to reorganize it, 39 divisions were 
designated. This number of divisions to be demobilized corresponded to a partial demobilization of the 
Kriegsheer. As early as 18 June 1940, Halder discussed further details of the Army reduction with 
Fromm and Olbricht at the Army High Command: quote III.8 "11:00 a.m. Meeting with Fromm and 
Olbricht at the ObdH. The basic ideas of the reduction from 165 to 120 Div. and the distribution in the 
Reich are discussed. ... 1. formation of new Panzer Divn..:... 2. reorganization of Inf-Divn.... 3. shrinkage: 
from 159 Divn. must be reduced to 120, thus disbanding 39 Divn. 4 Divn. 10th wave 9 Landessch.- 
Divn. 9th wave 4 Stellungs.-Divn. 39 4 Czech Divn. (ie., with Czech material) 6th wave 5 Czech Divn. 
5th wave 13 Divn. 3rd wave 4th execution: If demobilization is carried out quickly, then the 39 Divn. 
must be the first installment from the east and west to the homeland. For the rest, the 

aim will be to repatriate the units from L, VIII, XXL, and XXII Wehrkreis first. Disbandment 
transports coming from the east are to be used immediately for pickup from the west. After the 
Generalgouvernement, mostly Res. Divn. from eastern military districts. Before demobilization of the 
9th wave, eastern occupation must be reorganized. 5) Denmark: Deploy one division and Ers. troops 
(Res. Div. X. AK.). 6. demobilize as many Army troops as possible with demobilization of the 9th wave. 
Old vintages! Demobilization: If it is to take place quickly (and this is to be expected), take the active 
Divn. home first. Do not put year 20 in Ers. troop units, but disband and take young cohorts into normal 
training in the peacetime location. Replacement army must be disbanded when field Divn. return. 
Disbandment takes 14 days. 16.00 Fromm visits me with his chief. First it will be necessary to take away 
replacement formations from the East..." 15 The reduction of the planned disbandment of 39 divisions 
by the furlough of 20 divisions Contrary to the hopes of the German people for a peace settlement after 
the French campaign, despite a message of 28 June 1940 from Pope Pius XII to Hitler, Mussolini, and 
Churchill to mediate in peace negotiations and the attempts at talks by the King of Sweden, Gustav V, 
in London and Berlin, Churchill remained willing to go to war. Initial misgivings about this rigorous 
reduction of the Army were presented to the Army General Staff by Buhle on 03 July 1940: "Order 
OKW on demobilization partly impracticable. Preservation of readiness for deployment can be achieved 
only by using furloughs, not demobilization. "13 On 09 July 1940, in view of the continuation of the 
war by England, Hitler felt compelled to shift the focus of armaments to the Luftwaffe and 
Kriegsmarine, which had to bear the brunt of the fight against England. Despite the intensive work on 
the main task of the General Staff of the Army, the preparation of the enterprise "Sea Lion" (Cf. 
Chapter IIL6.), the establishment of the peacetime structure of the Army was continued elaborately 
under the leadership of Colonel General Halder in the General Staff: Thus, as early as July 10, the 


organization of the General Staff in the peacetime formation as well as its staffing, on July 11 the 
peacetime organization of the railroad troops, on July 12 the distribution of troops as of July 15, 1940, 
and the planned disbandments of the Wehrmacht units were discussed.14 However, serious concerns 
arising from the development of the military-political situation forced the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army, Generalfeldmarschall von Brauchitsch, to propose to Hitler at the Berghof on 13 July 1940 not to 
dissolve all 35 divisions but to maintain the availability of 20 divisions and merely to furlough them 
(Quote III.9). Quote IIL9 "... Subsequently, military consideration of the political situation: a) It seems 
expedient not to dissolve about 20 of the 35 divisions assigned for dissolution in the homeland, but only 
to supply the manpower to the homeland through leave of absence, in order to have the divisions 
immediately available again (suggestion of the Chairman of the Army). Buhle (from the Chief of Staff 
of the H.) instructed to consider effects and to propose No. of Divn. to be finally disbanded." 15 The 
reasons for such a proposal by the Commander-in-Chief of the Army can be explained on the basis of 
Hitler's political reflections at the Berghof on 13 July 1940, when the meeting continued. Quote II. 

10 ,,b) Political considerations (Hitler's): 1. Fiihrer wants to bring Spain into play in order to build up 
the enemy front against England from the North Cape to Morocco. Ribbentrop to Spain. 2. interest of 
Russia in not letting us become big is recognized. Russia's pursuit of the Bosporus 

inconvenient for Italy! 3. Romania will have to pay the costs. Bulgaria will take Dobrogea anyway and 
also wants the way out to the Mediterranean at the expense of Greece. No difficulty is seen in this. The 
king of Romania has written a letter to the Fiihrer and, in a way, has placed himself under his 
protection. Answer: He can quietly give something to Hungary and Bulgaria. Italy apparently wants 
some Greek islands in the Jonian Sea. The Fuehrer's attempts to interest it in Crete and Cypem have had 
no success. ... 5. in Africa we lay claim to the coast. (Apparently together with Spain). Italy wants 
hinterland. French and Belgian Congo are claimed for us. The Fiihrer is most concerned with the 
question of why England does not yet want to take the road to peace. Like us, he sees the solution of the 
question in the fact that England still has a hope in Russia. He therefore reckons that he will have to 
force England to make peace. But he does not like to do such a thing..." 16 The starting point for 
limiting the demobilization measures was obviously Hitler's view of "...building up the enemy front 
against England from the North Cape to Morocco," but other possible theaters of war or conflict were 
also considered. If Russia was also mentioned in this context, this at least proves Hitler's doubts about 
the reliability of the Soviet Union as an ally, which had already caused concern several times due to its 
westward expansion and the accumulation of Red Army formations in these areas. However, in view of 
this completely politically unclear program of Hitler, the absence of any plan, and the feeling of the 
development of a threatening situation in the East, the decision not to demobilize the army to the extent 
planned becomes understandable. One day later, on 14 July 1940, Buhle's proposals, mentioned in the 
following citation IIL11, were discussed with Halder on the Army General Staff. Quote III.11 "Buhle: 
a) To be disbanded: 4 Divn. (=3rd wave) 209th, 228th, 231st, 311st Div. 9 Landesschiitzen Div. 4 
Stellungs Div.: 554th to 557th Remaining: 9 Div. 5th and 6th wave total Czech 18 9 Div. 3rd wave 
(material) b) Rejuvenation not possible as intended. 17 Summary of Planned Partial Demobilization of 
the Army 1. Hitler's original intention to end the European war after the successful Western campaign 
and to carry out first a partial demobilization of the Army by reducing the number of active divisions is 
unmistakable in the sources. The imminent defeat of France in the Western campaign and the hope that 
England would be willing to make peace had initially led to Hitler's determination of 28 May 1940 to 
provide for a peace army in the strength of 66-76 divisions (VgL above.). On 15 June 1940, however, 
because of the uncertain development of the military-political situation, Hitler decided to provide for an 
army of 120 divisions. The Army was thus to be reduced by 39 divisions from the existing 159. The 
change of opinion from a larger partial demobilization of the Army to the now determined retention of 


120 Army divisions and the preservation of the availability of 20 additional divisions, which, as von 
Brauchitsch suggested, were only to be furloughed, is understandably justified by the further 
development of the military-political situation, as can be inferred from Hitler's political reflections at 
the consultation of July 13, 1940 (citation III.10). This new determination indicates that the 
continuation of the war against England, the possible entry of the USA into the war, the at least 
questionable development in the East, the trouble spots in Scandinavia and the Balkans, and the 
development of the situation in Africa did not permit disarmament at the level originally envisaged, but 
at the same time also that another large campaign, for example against the Soviet Union, for which 180 
divisions would be needed, as was later determined, was not yet envisaged at this time. Due to Stalin's 
expansive policy (Baltic Campaign (June 15-17, 1940), Bessarabian Campaign (June 28, 1940), etc.), the 
eastern direction, which was believed to be safe, now required more attention from the political and 
military leadership of the Reich. From this point of view, Hitler's speech to the Reichstag on July 19, 
1940 (excerpt: "The German-Russian relationship is finally settled ..Any hope that ... a new German- 
Russian tension could arise is childish. Neither did Germany take a step which would have taken her 
outside her area of interest, nor did Russia take such a step. probably have been more an appeal to 
Stalin's reason not to continue this policy of westward expansions than to the truth. Hitler's official 
written directive to increase the size of the army to 180 divisions, which could only be justified by the 
recognized increasingly dangerous developments in the East, was not issued until September 28, 1940, 
and took into account the directives that had been worked out in the meantime by the High Command 
of the Wehrmacht and had already been carried out in part. The development of knowledge leading up 
to this point, particularly in the Army High Command, will be considered in detail in the remainder of 
this study. This is not an analysis of the development of the defense economy of the German Reich in 
the so-called interim period 1940/1941, but only serves to answer the question of whether a 
discontinuity in the armament process confirms the authenticity of German peace efforts, or whether, as 
claimed by established historiography, the allegedly long-planned war of annihilation against the Soviet 
Union was prepared immediately after the end of the Western campaign. Already the economic 
relations between Germany and the Soviet Union, agreed on the basis of the German-Russian treaty of 
August 19, 1939, testify to the high value the Supreme Leadership placed on a good relationship with 
the Soviet Union. While the Soviet Union had already supplied foodstuffs and raw materials (1 million 
tons of grain, 900,000 tons of oil derivatives, 100,000 tons of cotton, 500,000 tons of phosphates, 
manganese ores, 

platinum, etc.), there was an urgent question of quid pro quo, which, following the wishes of the 
Russian side, was to consist of war equipment, machinery, vehicles, and apparatus. Since new 
production of such an amount was not feasible in such a short time, the Foreign Office and the Reich 
Ministry of Economics advocated the delivery of finished war equipment. To expedite deliveries, the 
High Command of the Wehrmacht then formed a special department at the Wehrwirtschafts- und 
Riistungsamt. General Thomas reported that: Quote II.12 "Since the Russians delivered quickly and 
well, it was important that the German counter-deliveries also be carried out more quickly. 
Consequently, the German leadership decided to offer the Russians a large quantity of German war 
material that was ready or already under construction and that represented high monetary values. These 
included in particular the large cruiser "Liitzow", other artillery ship equipment, samples of heavy 
artillery and tanks, and important licenses for war equipment. However, since the delivery dates for this 
equipment did not meet Russian requirements either, the Fuehrer determined on 30 March that Russian 
deliveries - insofar as necessary - were to be placed ahead of war equipment deliveries to the German 
Wehrmacht." 18 Since these determinations by Hitler placed the Wehrmacht in a difficult position, 
Reichsmarschall Géring informed the chief of the Wehrwirtschafts- und Riistungsamt on 14 August 


1940, "... that the Fuehrer wishes only punctual deliveries to the Russians until the spring of 1941. "This 
new decision indicated that, if the war against England were to continue, developments in the East were 
judged to be more threatening than had previously been assumed, and that arms deliveries to the Soviet 
Union in the amount originally planned would not be possible in the long run. The possible entry of the 
United States into the war, the trouble spots in Scandinavia and the Balkans, and future developments 
in Africa also had to be included in the assessment of the situation. Since Churchill was not ready for 
peace but willing to continue the war against Germany, Keitel, certainly on Hitler's instructions, 
ordered in a decree of July 9, 1940 (Document III.13) that armaments be redirected and that the main 
emphasis of armaments be placed on the air force and the navy, which had to continue the fight against 
England. Document III.13 (excerpt) "The Chief of the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht Berlin, 
9 July 1940 WFA/LII No. 1270/40g. Kdos. Geheime Kommandosache 25 Ausfertigungen 11. 
Ausfertigung Betr.: Umsteuerung der Riistung Bezug: OK W/L (Chef) Nr. 00349/40g. Kdos. dated 
14.6.40 To the Commander-in-Chief of the Army Colonel General von Brauchitsch Commander-in- 
Chief of the Navy Grand Admiral Dr. h. c. Raeder Commander-in-Chief of the Air Force Field 
Marshal General Goring with 1 offprint each to: Reich Minister for Armament and Ammunition Dr. 
Todt After completion of the operation in France, the entire armament program must now be adapted 
as quickly as possible to the new war tasks. The following objectives apply to the resulting 
reorganization of the armament program: a) full implementation of the increased air armament 
program, b) continuation of the ordered naval armament program, c) continuation of the armament of 
the war army on the basis of war experience, with special emphasis on the production of armored 
vehicles. This objective can only be achieved 

This objective can be achieved only if the Army implements, in the shortest possible time, the severe 
restrictions on ammunition, weapons, and equipment made possible by the war situation and 
stockpiling, and if the Navy and Air Force do not completely postpone urgent tasks. Only in this way 
can the raw materials, means of production, and manpower be released which are lacking for the 
fulfillment of the new priorities. [gez.] Keitel 19 Undoubtedly because of the developing military- 
political situation, Generalfeldmarschall von Brauchitsch had submitted the proposal on 15 July 1940 
not to demobilize 20 divisions (VgLoben.), but merely to furlough these units in the interest of rapid 
access. The Chairman of the Reich Defense Council, Reichsmarschall Goring, also issued an order on 26 
July 1940 concerning the urgency of production measures in preparation for Unternehmen "Seeléwe." 
Chairman of the Reich Defense Council 26.7.40 Prime Minister Reichsmarschall Géring OK W/Wi Rii 
Amt Rii la No. 1510/40 g. K. GEHEIME KOMMANDOSACHE Reference: OK W/Wi Rii Amt Rti 
la No. 5550/40g of 18.7. 40 Subject: Urgency of production programs 51 copies 46th copy 
Reproduction prohibited! After the Fuehrer and Supreme Commander has ordered that the material 
and personnel preparations for " Unternehmen Seeléwe " be started in full swing without delay, the 
measures and procurements of the Wehrmacht units required for this program, insofar as they relate to 
shipyards of inland and maritime shipping, will temporarily, initially until August 31, 1940 20, take 
precedence over the programs of Urgency Level I of the above-mentioned decree of July 18, 1940. 
These tasks are to be carried out in due time under all circumstances. I.A. Keitel For correctness: [gez.] 
Meendsen-Bohlken Kapt. z. S. 21 The use of resources now had to be in enforcement of Directive No. 
16 "Sea Lion" of 16 July 1940 in the interest of the following armament priorities: - the continuation of 
air armament, - the continuation of the temporary submarine program, and - the enlargement of the 
fast forces (increasing the number of armored divisions from 10 to 20 ). 22 In view of the 
underconsumption of ammunition in the previous campaigns in Norway and especially in the Western 
campaign, it was also determined to reduce ammunition production. Thus, by order of the Chief of the 
High Command of the Wehrmacht, most of the ammunition manufacturing capacity was made 


available to the Luftwaffe for the production of anti-aircraft ammunition for the purpose of national 
defense. The Fuehrer's decision to allow consumer goods production to start, however, was contradicted 
in the wartime economic situation report of the Economic and Armaments Office of August 10, 1940, 
on developments in July 1940. It states: "The start-up of the consumer goods industry ordered by the 
Fuhrer is not yet possible. War armament is still in the foreground." 23 This above development of 
arms reductions for the Army in the summer/fall of 1940 in favor of the Kriegsmarine and Luftwaffe in 
the interest of the struggle against England is proved in documentary form by the following report of 
raw material balances (to be considered retroactively for 1940) of the Wehrwirtschafts- und 
Riistungsamt of June 25, 1941 (Document III.15). No detailed analysis of these raw material balances 
(documents III] 5) on demand, quota, and consumption of the most important types of raw materials by 
the Wehrmacht is necessary to establish the following: 1. Both for iron and steel, for copper, lead, and 
aluminum, a redistribution of these types of raw materials from the Army and their use in the interest of 
the production programs for the Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine becomes apparent in the III and IV 
quarters of 1940. According to a memorandum by General Thomas, among other things, 130,000 tons 
of steel were withdrawn from the Army and allocated to the other two branches of the Wehrmacht. 
The steady and steep increase in the Wehrmacht's demand for all types of raw materials from the end of 
the fourth quarter of 1940/beginning of the first quarter of 1941 points to the growing spiral of 
armaments due to the expected continuation of the war with England, and certainly also to preparations 
for a possible military confrontation with the Red Army. 3 The use of relatively large reserves of booty 
raw materials (especially copper, lead, tin and nickel)26 from the occupied western territories 
considerably improved the strained raw material base. Nevertheless, as the above-mentioned documents 
show, in view of the enormous demand for aluminum in particular, but also for iron and steel, it was not 
possible to cover this demand. It is significant that such a shortfall, e.g. in iron and steel, did not occur 
until about April 1941. Let us take this as an indication that the enormous production of armaments for 
the continuation of the war and a possible campaign against the Soviet Union did not start until the end 
of 1940/beginning of 1941, while the shortfall in demand for aluminum was permanent due to the 
conversion of armaments to the Luftwaffe decreed by Hitler. 4 The planned import of 550,000 tons of 
ore from Sweden (Kiruna) and of nickel ore from Finland (Petsamo) prove the necessity of these 
supplies for the German armaments economy and are, among other things, the cause of the very serious 
concerns caused by the Soviet Union's disruptive attempts against Finland and also in the Balkans (oil 
from Ploesti) in the summer and fall of 1940. At the end of July 1940, Field Marshal Keitel informed 
General Thomas "... that the rearmament of the Army would probably not be carried out in this form. " 
Although it was not thought possible, in view of the war armaments still required, to use valuable raw 
materials for increasing the production of consumer goods, as stated in War Economic Situation Report 
27 of the Economic and Armaments Office in the High Command of the Wehrmacht for the month of 
July 1940, nevertheless the quotas for the economy were slightly increased for a number of raw 
materials, as the charts (Documents III.1 5) show, but there was a notable increase for the economy only 
in iron and steel. And further, General Thomas recorded the following in his memo of August 20, 1940: 
Quote III.16 "When I reported to Berchtesgaden on Aug. 2, Gen.Feldm. Keitel now finally informed 
me that the Fuehrer was now looking at the entire situation differently 

and that preparations had to be made for the year 1941 for any political situation that might become 
possible. Of course, the preparations being made for the landing in England (Unternehmen Seeléwe) 
remained at the top of all measures. In addition, it was necessary to carry out the 3 priority programs. 
Finally, however, the Fiihrer would be clear that an army buildup of 120 divisions would not be 
sufficient, but that a considerably larger army would have to be available for the year 1941. We would 
have to be prepared for the fact that the armament program ordered by Letter No. ... would be replaced 


by a new armament program providing for an increase of the Army to about 180 divisions. All stop 
measures ordered, especially in the field of ammunition, must no longer be carried out; everything is to 
be left at the present state of production until new orders are received. This new directive of the 
supreme command seems to be based on the realization that 1. the collapse of England in 1940 may no 
longer be expected, 2. American intervention may occur in 1941, 3. the relationship with Russia may 
change in 1941. "28 The assumption of American intervention in 1941 was not unfounded, since a study 
conducted by the Wehrwirtschafts- und Riistungsamt in the High Command of the Wehrmacht 
showed that about 1 1/2 years after the start of wartime production, American industry would far 
surpass all other countries in armaments production.29 Note also the vague formulation noted by 
Thomas that "the relationship with Russia may experience a change in the year 1941. " The reworking 
of the armament program, taking into account the 180 field divisions now planned, was ordered by 
GFM Keitel on 17 August 1940. The War Diary of the High Command of the Wehrmacht recorded 
about it: Quote IIL17 "1. That in the field of ammunition production the ammunition consumption in 
the period 10.5.-20.6.1940plus 10°/o surchargefor possible loss of production is to be fixed as monthly 
war capacity and 12 times the consumption plus an initial equipment as stockpiling, 2. That in the 
Luftwaffe the production of anti-aircraft ammunition is to be increased from 400,000 rounds to 1 o00 
ooo per month, 3. 3. that the submarine program, hitherto limited to December 31, 1940, is now to 
continue indefinitely, 4. that the emergency program is to be preceded by a narrowly limited special 
group of the most important production, in which submarine construction and the manufacture of 
torpedo launching tubes, aircraft construction of the most loss-making types, and the construction of 
Panzerkampfwagen III and IV with guns are to be included." 30 Hitler's directive to redirect 
armaments (Document III.18) was issued on August 20, 1940, although here, too, priority was still 
given to material and personnel preparations for "Sea Lion." Also, during the meeting at GFM Keitel on 
September 20, 1940, more stringent demands were made on the Minister of Munitions; for the factory 
expansion, on the other hand, the figures of the previous Fuehrer decision (figure for the 120-division 
Army) were to apply for the time being.32 For this Wehrmacht program, the objective was 

issued to use raw materials, machinery, and manpower in such a way that by 01 April 1941 the highest 
possible level of equipment for the ordered divisions could be achieved. To secure manpower for this 
program, World War II participants born in 1896 and older were to be discharged immediately, UK 
procedures were to be expedited, long-term work leaves from the field and reserve army were to be 
permitted, and replacement reservists were not to be called up until 01 April 1941 . According to a note 
issued by Géring on November 6, 1940, the armaments industry had to prepare for a long war and make 
appropriate plans for raw materials.36 Nevertheless, there was a complete failure to commission, 
through the construction of new factories and machinery, additional production lines that would have 
been necessary for continued long warfare. Despite the extraordinarily problematic labor situation in the 
armaments industry due to the drafting of many younger cohorts into the Wehrmacht, demands by the 
Wehrmacht leadership for increased inclusion of female workers in the production process as well as the 
transition to two- or three-shift operation were rejected by the political leadership. Interesting for our 
assessment is the following statement by General Jodi of November 30, 1940, on the problems of the 
defense economy. Quote IH.19 Statement of the Wehrmachtfiihrungsstab on the lecture note of the 
Wehrwirtschafts- und Riistungsamt of 30 November 1940 on the review of the armament programs " 
Wehrmachtfiibrungsstab Berlin, 3 December 1940 Geheime Kommandosache 3 Ausfertigungen 2. 
Ausfertigung 4 Ausfertigungen d. Abschr. 1st copy d. Abschr. If the armament program of the 
Wehrmacht has to be changed because of shortage of manpower and if the classification in the 
individual urgency levels, especially in the special levels, has to be changed, the present war situation 
requires the following procedure: Top of the list is everything needed for the siege of England, which 


must not slacken: 1. submarines, torpedoes, mines, and light naval forces, bombers, dropping munitions. 
2. everything necessary to strengthen the air defenses of the homeland: Fighters, anti-aircraft guns, 
searchlights, Kdo equipment, anti-aircraft munitions. 3. only in the 3rd place come heavy naval forces, 
reconnaissance, etc., and finally all the demands of the Army. For the continuation and increase of the 
siege of England will sooner or later bring about its collapse. The prerequisite for its increase, however, is 
that the destruction by the English air force can be kept at the modest level hitherto. The army 
operations planned for the near future can be conducted without further ado with the forces and 
ammunition equipment available. The large-scale armament of the army serves a major campaign 
which, if the armament situation forces it, can and must be postponed until later, for it is not an 
imperative necessity for victory against England. If this large-scale campaign must be waged soon, it can 
be conducted with 12 Pz divisions as well as with 24 Pz brigades, since that is all that will be needed 
until spring. However, one saves a vast amount of auxiliary weapons and rear services. This means that if 
it cannot be achieved in terms of armaments, the army program for "Sea Lion" will have to be revised. 
Also the armaments of the Kriegsmarine, which are included in the special stage, can be taken out 
according to the last statements of the Fiihrer. (follows distributor) gez.Jodl 34 With this instruction of 
the OK W of 03 December 1940, as Mueller-Hillebrand writes, "a clarification was provided for the 
further term. According to it, the armor had to observe: a. Instead of preparations for an invasion of 
England, one for the siege of the British Isles. b. Air defense of the homeland was placed in the 
foreground for the first time. c. For the first time, the possibility of war against the Soviet Union in 1941 
was expressed, although its postponement until later was said to be possible." 35 When Jodi speaks in 
this letter of "major armament" to serve a "Grojffeldzug," he may have meant only the possibility of a 
campaign against the Soviet Union, given the advanced date (03 December 1940). However, since Jodi 
writes, " Top of the list is everything needed for the siege of England, which must not slacken ... "and 
the "demands of the Army'lare mentioned in his list of priorities only in third and last place, the 
impression must arise of a contradictory situation still in transition and that at this point there was still 
no "unalterable" decision by Hitler for this campaign against the Soviet Union. The formulation in his 
statement "Must this major campaign be waged soon after all...2 " indicates that this decision was to be 
made dependent on the development of external conditions, i.e., on the behavior of the Soviet Union. 
And Jodi, after all, should have known full well. Contradictory demands on the production programs, 
such as the shift of emphasis to the air force and the navy, the priority of all demands for the fight 
against England (for "Sea Lion" or for the siege of England), the priority of demands for the air defense 
of the Reich, equipment for the Afrika Korps ("Axis") show that the armament programs for the 
equipment of the army (180 divisions) were not given any priority at first. Summary of partial 
demobilization and conversion of military armaments in the summer of 1940 1. The statement made by 
Hitler on May 28, 1940, even before the conclusion of the French campaign, concerning the intended 
capture of the peacetime structure of the Army, as well as the comprehensive measures subsequently 
initiated by the Army High Command and the redirection of armaments in favor of the Air Force and 
Navy (Cf. above) prove that war against the Soviet Union was not envisaged according toa 
premeditated plan, even if, in the end, part of the Army was not demobilized, as originally envisaged, 
but only furloughed in the interest of national defense. According to the military economic 
decrees/directions/letters cited above, and this is only a small selection, no first priority was assigned to 
army armament in the summer of 1940. First priority was always given to armaments for the fight 
against England, be it initially for the "Sea Lion" landing or, after its temporary removal, for the siege of 
England. Also noteworthy are the arms deliveries to the Soviet Union, whose priority in the 
spring/summer of 1940, on Hitler's instructions, was temporarily placed ahead of the supply of 
armaments to the Wehrmacht. The raw materials balances of the Economic and Armaments Office 


(Documents III.15) also prove that Hitler's demand for a reduction in army armaments in favor of the 
Kriegsmarine 

and Luftwaffe was not a sham but found its way, albeit briefly, into the armaments program that 
governed the requisition and distribution of raw materials for armaments, the provision of manpower, 
and the urgency levels for production. The late timing of the start-up and the hesitant commencement 
of extensive military armaments for the army refute the assertion made at the beginning of this article 
that the war was opposed to the war. The late start of the war against the Soviet Union and the delay in 
the beginning of extensive military armaments for the Army refute the assertion made at the beginning 
that the war against the Soviet Union was based on long-term planning. Despite the undoubted distrust 
of Stalin, no defense-economic measures were initiated in the summer of 1940 that pointed to 
preparations for a war of aggression against the Soviet Union, not even to preparations for a preemptive 
strike by the Wehrmacht against the Red Army. Taking into account the above-mentioned peace 
efforts, combined with a large number of practical steps toward partial demobilization of the Army and 
redirection of armaments in favor of the Kriegsmarine and the Luftwaffe, as well as taking into account 
the further political steps taken in the fall of 1940 (hopes for the Soviet Union's accession to the Axis, 
expectations before the talks with Molotov, etc. etc.), one can, in view of Hitler's broad linguistic palette 
from the "decision" to the "certain decision" to the "unalterable decision," judge his "certain decision" 
formulated on August 31, 1940 (citation III.59 ) at most as an expression of intention. 2. preparation of 
the Wehrmacht for all eventualities, taking into account "Sea Lion" and the development of the 
situation in the East Although in Hitler's directive of 20 August 1940 (document 111.18) the armaments 
for the "Sea Lion" enterprise remained in first place, the urgency of the production programs for the 
Army (Type III and IV armored fighting vehicles, anti-tank weapons of the latest type (5 cm)) was 
nevertheless increased, Jodi, however, still states in a statement of 30 November 1940 (document III.19 ) 
states: "3. Only in 3rd place come heavy naval forces, reconnaissance forces pp. and finally all Army 
requirements. " Hitler's official decree to increase the Army to now 180 divisions and to redirect 
armaments in the interest of rearming the Army was not issued until September 28, 1940, even though 
there were rumors/instructions before then, e.g., by Field Marshal Keitel to General Thomas on August 
20, 1940 (citation III.16) or in the Army High Command (Halder War Diary), about the non- 
implementation of Army reductions and the reorganization of Army divisions. These must be taken as 
conclusions drawn by the military officers from Hitler's remarks during his consultation at the Berghof 
on July 31, 1940. Also 

Hitler's above-mentioned directive was already available on August 20, 1940. Jodi's formulations about 
a "large-scale campaign" (Document III.19) leave open when and whether this was to be carried out. 
Thus, Jodi, too, seems to have understood Hitler's words of 31 July 1940 only as an intention depending 
on the development of the situation. 3. the generality of the army high command, especially Halder, was 
the source of the doubts The above course confirms the impression that the decisive considerations 
against an excessive reduction of the army did not come from Hitler but from the army itself. Thus it 
was the proposal of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, GFM von Brauchistch (citation III.9), 
possibly at the instigation of his Chief of the General Staff, Halder, not to disband 20 divisions out of 
the 35 scheduled for disbandment but only to furlough them in order to ensure their short-term 
availability. This need not be surprising, however, since it was Halder who was closely connected with 
the reconnaissance results of the Foreign Armies, the 3rd and 6th Divisions of his General Staff, through 
the Oberquartiermeister IV. In this respect, he received firsthand all information about the development 
of the situation in the East. The attache group of Major i. G. von Mellenthin also belonged to his area of 
responsibility. As the memo of conversation of July 24, 1940 (Document III.43) proves, Halder was 
informed about the westward march of the Red Army at an early stage. 


